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Bishop Lawrence Huculak, O.S.B. 


Bishop Lawrence 


appointed Metropolitan 


By Marco Levytsky 


His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI on Jan. 9 appointed Most Reverend 
Lawrence Huculak, O.S.B.M., currently Ukrainian Catholic Bishop 
(Eparch) of Edmonton, as the Ukrainian Catholic Metropolitan-Archbishop 
(Archeparch) of Winnipeg, reported the Canadian Conference of Catholic 


Bishops in a press release that day. 


The Holy Father accepted the resignation of Most Reverend Michael 
Bzdel, a Redemptorist (C.Ss.R.), who held the position since 1993. Con- 
forming to the mandatory age of retirement of 75, Metropolitan Bzdel 
formally requested retirement following his 75th birthday, last July 21. 

Bishop Lawrence will be installed at Sts. Vladimir and Olga Cathedral 
in Winnipeg on Jan. 11 by Patriarch Lubomyr Husar. He will continue to 
administer the Edmonton Eparchy until that date. 
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Once he is installed, the priests 
belonging to the College of Consult- 
ers will choose an administrator to 
take over the Eparchy until such 
time as a new bishop is appointed. 

Speaking with Ukrainian News on 
the day of his appointment, Bishop 
Lawrence said that one of the chal- 
lenges facing the Ukrainian Catho- 
lic Church in Canada is the ongoing 
relationship with the Church in 
Ukraine. 

In Canada, where the Church has 
been in existence over 100 years, it 
has to look at ways of pastorally 
serving all the different waves of 
Ukrainians who immigrated, rang- 
ing from the descendants of the pio- 
neers to the most recent wave. 

“What is the significance of be- 
ing Ukrainian, for example, to the 
Prairie farmer, whose family has 
been 100 years in Canada, who may 
not know Shevchenko and who may 
not speak literary Ukrainian? What 
does culture mean for him, what 
does culture mean for the genera- 
tion that came after the Second 
World War, and what does Ukrainian 
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Metropolitan appointed |{ Ukraine-Russia gas agreement under fire 


PHOTO — WEBSITE OF THE PRSIDENT OF UKRAINE 


Viktor Yushchenko is briefed on the gas situation at the headquarters of Naftogaz Ukrayiny. 


Rada sacks Yekhanurov’s 
cabinet over gas deal 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)— Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yushchenko, who traveled to Astana on Jan. 10 to at- 
tend the inauguration of Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, said the same day that the dismissal of 
Prime Minister Yuriy Yekhanurov’s cabinet was ille- 
gal and pledged to contest the move in the Constitu- 
tional Court, Ukrainian media reported. 

In a statement placed on his official website on Jan. 
11, Yushchenko said the sacking of the government was 
an attempt at destabilizing the situation in Ukraine. 

“T declare that the government continues to exercise 
its powers. Social stability and prospects for the 
country’s development will be secured,” the statement 
reads. 

Yushchenko said the parliament is to blame for the 
fact that the country has no operational Constitutional 


Court at present. 

He also noted that the dismissal of the cabinet is one 
of the “initial consequences of the nonsystemic and ill- 
considered changes” to the Ukrainian Constitution 
adopted in December 2004. 

The previous day Yushchenko suggested that he 
might consider disbanding the legislature. 

Ukraine’s parliament, the Verkhovna Rada, voted to 
sack the government earlier on Jan. 10, accusing it of 
creating a “threat to national security” by striking a 
deal recently on Russian gas supplies to Ukraine in 
2006. 

Yushchenko was later asked by reporters whether Бе | 
could oust the legislature. “I do not rule out such a pos- 
sibility,” said Yushchenko. He added that he will ask 

Cont. on P. 5 


До отруєння Ющенка, можливо, 
причетна банда Мар'янчука 


(Кореспондентлег)- -Міністр внутрішніх справ 
Юрій Луценко заявляє, що до отруєння президента 
Віктора Ющенка могла бути причетна банда Василя 
Мар'янчука, на рахунку якої безліч тяжких зло- 
чинів, передає УНІАН. 

"Зараз відпрацьовуємо і нову версію в справі 
про отруєння Віктора Ющенка - про причетність 
до нього банди Мар'янчука", - сказав Луценко 
в інтерв'ю журналістам, 6-го січня. 

За його словами, після того, як сталося отруєння, 
співробітники МВС перехопили записки, у яких 
члени банди, активно обговорюючи цей злочин, 
розповідали, хто його зробив. "Відповідні документи 
було передано до прокуратури, але в мене 
немає інформації про те, як рухається справа", - 
сказав Луценко. 

На рахунку банди Мар'янчука вбивство редактора 
"Вечірньої Одеси" Бориса Дерев'янка, замах на мера 
Одеси Едуарда Гурвіца, слідчого Генпрокуратури 
Галину Климович. Більшу частину членів банди 
вже засуджено. Справи проти самого Мар'янчука 
і деяких учасників лишаються незакритими. 

15 вересня колишній голова Служби безпеки 


України Олександр Турчинов заявив про Te, що 
слідством поки не встановлено факт отруєння 
Ющенка під час президентської виборчої кампанії у 
2004 році. Турчинов сказав, що відсутні проце- 
суальні докази отруєння Президента, оскільки він 
до цього часу не надав аналізів на експертизу, яку 
необхідно провести в Україні. 

Ющенко повідомив, що Генеральна прокуратура 
й інші правоохоронні органи не зверталися до нього 
з проханням надати зразки для встановлення факту 
його отруєння. 

У вересні 2004 року Ющенко був госпіталізований 
до австрійської клініки "Рудольфінерхаус" з 
отруєнням. Пізніше керівник його штабу Олександр 
Зінченко заявив, що кандидат у Президенти був 
отруєний. Іноземні фахівці виявили в крові Ющенка 
діоксин 2,3,7,8-ТХДД у кількості, що перевищує в 
шість тисяч разів допустиму дозу. За фактом 
отруєння було порушено кримінальну справу. 

У листопаді 2004 року тимчасова слідча комісія 
парламенту, створена для розслідування обставин 
отруєння Ющенка, не змогла підтвердити факт 
замаху на його життя. 
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Українських сиріт намагалися 
незаконно вивезти за кордон 


(ForUm)—B міжнародному аеропорту «Борис- 
піль» було затримано групу українських сиріт, яких 
незаконно намагалися вивезти за кордон. 

Як повідомили в Департаменті зв'язків з громад- 
ськістю Державної прикордонної служби України, 
незважаючи на неодноразові попередження Держ- 
прикордонслужби про дотримання порядку перетину 
державного кордону неповнолітніми громадянами 
України, наприкінці минулого і на початку ниніш- 
нього року почастішали випадки, коли групи укра- 
їнських дітей не пропускали для виїзду за кордон 
через відсутність визначеного законодавством 
переліку документів. 

Наприклад, 4-го січня в «Борисполі» було зат- 
римано сімох дітей - вихованців будинку для сиріт 
Nol Дніпропетровська, віком від б до 14 років, які 
повинні були вилетіти рейсом «Київ - Барселона». 
У керівника групи були тільки квитки, а ось цілий 
перелік інших необхідних документів, включаючи 
дозвіл на їх виїзд за кордон від Міністерства у 
справах сім'ї і молоді, не виявилося. 

Крім цього, як розповіли в управлінні прикор- 
донного контролю 1 реєстрації адміністрації Держ- 
прикордонслужби, є побоювання, що сироти назад 
в Україну не повернуться. Подібний випадок вже 


стався минулого місяця. Не пропущена тоді група 
вихованців інтернату вдруге в пункті пропуску так 
і не з'явилася, навіть не дивлячись на те, що недешеві 
квитки були переоформлені на більш пізній термін, 
передає «УНІАН». 

Інша група з 12 неповнолітніх, яка в грудні 
минулого року їхала до Росії нібито на оздоровлення, 
зараз перебуває в приймачі-розподільнику міста 
Києва. Справжні імена деяких дітей до цих пір 
невстановлені, проте вдалося з'ясувати, що жінка, 
яка супроводжувала групу, насправді везла дітей до 
Москви, щоб поповнити ними тамтешню армію 
жебраків. Саме тому до аеропорту прибув пред- 
ставник Департаменту у боротьбі з торгівлею людь-- 
ми і незаконною міграцією MBC, який і з'ясує, чи 
дійсно з метою оздоровлення вивозили за кордон 
вихованців дитбудинку. 

В цілому за 2005 рік прикордонники через 
відсутність належних документів не пропустили 
понад п'ять тисячі українських дітей. 

Держприкордонслужба нагадує, що з 1 лютого 
2006 року набуває чинності новий Порядок 
організації виїзду дітей за кордон на відпочинок і 
оздоровлення, затверджений постановою Кабінету 
Міністрів України. 


НАТО прийме Україну через два 
роки, якщо знайдуться ключі 


(Українська правда/Інтерфакс-Україна)- -Гене-- 
ральний секретар НАТО Яап де Гооп Схеффер 
назвав Україну в числі країн, що можуть ввійти в 
наступну хвилю розширення альянсу в 2008 році. 

Виступаючи перед журналістами 9-го січня у 
Брюсселі, він відзначив, що НАТО особливу увагу 
приділяє 2008 року, коли відбудеться наступний, 
після 2006 року, самміт. 

"Ми очікуємо, що країни-кандидати з західних 
Балкан можуть приєднатися до альянсу, але строк 
вступу пов'язаний із практичними досягненнями, а 
не з терміном проведення самміту. Це повною мірою 
стосується й інших країн-кандидатів, у тому числі 
й України", - сказав він. 

Разом з тим, генсек альянсу в черговий раз підкрес-- 
лив, що перспектива членства залежить від самої 
України. "Ключ знаходиться в Києві", - сказав він. 

Схеффер також підтвердив готовність країн- 
членів НАТО надати всіляку допомогу Україні на 
шляху набуття членства. 

Він також сказав, що вітає угоди, досягнуті Ykpa— 
їною 1 Росією в газових питаннях. 

"Я радий, що Росія й Україна прийшли до вза- 
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ємоприйнятого рішення", - заявив генсек альянсу, 
відповідаючи на питання українських журналістів. 
Він повідомив, що як він безпосередньо, так і в 
НАТО стежили за минулими подіями, однак альянс 
не має наміру грати ту чи іншу роль у подібній 
ситуації. 

Разом з тим генсек альянсу категорично виключив 
можливість впливу на питання про членство України 
будь-яких інших факторів, у тому числі й можливих 
подальших газових конфліктів між Росією й 
Україною. 

"Майбутнє України в НАТО повинно грунтува- 
тися на конкретних результатах, і не пов'язано з 1H— 
шими обставинами. Україна серйозна у своїх HaMi— 
рах, і президент Ющенко, і міністр оборони України 
Гриценко - серйозні в цьому намірі. Якщо влада хоче 
цього, цього можна досягти", - сказав Схеффер. 

Генсек альянсу в черговий раз підкреслив важ-- 
ливість майбутніх парламентських виборів в Укра- 
їні, що, за його словами, будуть вирішальними для 
демократії в плані майбутнього вибору розвитку 
країни. Він також висловив упевненість, що вибори 
пройдуть чесно і прозоро. 


Поправка 


Через технічну помилку, перша 
лінія Різдв'яного оголошення 
Української Канадської Фун- 
дації ім. Тараса Шевченка не 
появилася в раніших числах 
«Українських вістей». Оголо- 
шення мало виглядати так як 
подано зліва. Редакція та ад- 
міністрація «Українських 
вістей» перепрошує за цю по-- 
милку. 


Correction 


Due to a technical glitch the first 
line of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Foundation of Taras Shevchen- 
ko’s Christmas greeting did not 
appear in the previous issues. 
The advertisement should have 
looked like the one on the left. 
Ukrainian News apologizes for 
this error. 
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Bishop Lawrence 
appointed Metropolitan 
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culture mean for now, the miost re- 
cent immigrants who come from 
Ukraine, who have a totally new 
concept of a relationship of life in 
Canada and life in Ukraine, which 
is very different from those who 
came after the second world war, or 
those who were the pioneers of 100 
years ago?” Bishop Lawrence 
stated. 

Asked about the 2001 census in 
which only 126,200 out of 
1,071,060 Canadians of Ukrainian 
origin identified themselves as 
members of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church and only 32,720 as members 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of Canada, Bishop Lawrence said 
that’s another challenge the tradi- 
tional Ukrainian churches have to 
address. 

“North American society is be- 
coming less and less Christian and 
less and less of a church-going soci- 
ety. So that even the other churches 
like the Anglicans and the Lutherans 
have this issue. In Ukraine, the as- 
pect is they went through that long 
period of Communist rule, where the 
Church was underground. Now that 
gave the Church and its people a dif- 
ferent nature, a different character. 
When they come out to Canada, the 
religion, the church structure, the 
faith still have an important value to 
them.” 

He said one way to address the 
issue of diminishing numbers is to 
renew the Gospel message. 

“The church must always teach 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ so that’s 
an issue — do we present it well? Do 


the people understand that? Are we 
using the current tools for that?” he 
queried. 

“Another one that we’ve go to 
study again is to look at the relation- 
ship of Ukrainian culture and the 
Church. This could be called accul- 
turation as the church takes the form 
of the cultural or the cultural milieu 
that it finds itself in. For us in 
Canada it’s to say what is that cul- 
tural milieu of the Ukrainian people 
now. Is it making pyrohy and 
holubtsi? Is dancing the hopak, or 
is there a current one that we’ve got 
to recognize and reevaluate to see 
that role of culture as Ukrainians as 
Ukrainian Canadians and its role 
with the Church?” Bishop Lawrence 
added. 

Asked about ecumenical relations 
between Ukrainian churches in 
Canada, Bishop Lawrence they 
should be enhanced. 

ЗТ certainly see the importance of 
ecumenical relations between 
Ukrainian Churches, which basi- 
cally means the Ukrainian Catholic 
and the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Churches, although there are others 
such as the Ukrainian Baptists or 
Pentecostal. We perhaps have not 
been working on that very strongly, 
or there isn’t such a strong desire, 
but we must continue, at least from 
our point of view, from the Catholic 
point of view, to strive to keep a dia- 
logue going there, following closely 
what is happening in Ukraine, be- 
cause after all we’re talking about 
the same people, we’re talking about 
a shared history, a shared culture, a 
shared Liturgy and a shared faith. 


So I certainly see the importance of 
continuing that ecumenical dia- 
logue.” 

The new Archeparch was born in 
Vernon, BC, on Jan. 25, 1951. He 
joined the Order of St. Basil the 
Great (O.S.B.M.) in 1969 in Ottawa. 
He made his novitiate at St. 
Josephat’s Monastery in Glen Cove, 
New York, and earned a Bachelor 
of Arts with a concentration in phi- 
losophy from the University of Ot- 
tawa in 1974. Metropolitan Huculak 
then studied at the Pontifical Ath- 
enaeum of San Anselmo as well as 
at the Oriental Pontifical Institute in 
Rome, where he earned a doctorate 
in Oriental Church studies. He was 
ordained to the priesthood in 1977. 

In 1986, after spending 11 years 
in Rome, he was appointed pastor 
at Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Mundare. In 
1994, in addition to his pastoral 
work, he became a professor of Byz- 
antine liturgy at the seminary in 
Edmonton. Finally, in September 
1996, he was named Superior and 
Master of Novices at Sts. Peter and 
Paul Monastery until his nomination 
as Ukrainian Bishop of Edmonton. 
Не has Бееп а member of the Per- 
manent Council of the Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
since 2003 and has also been a mem- 
ber of the Episcopal Commission for 
Canon Law — Inter Rite. 

The Ukrainian Catholic Arch- 
eparchy of Winnipeg includes one 
Auxiliary Eparch (Bishop David 
Motiuk), 33 diocesan priests, 15 re- 
ligious order priests, 14 permanent 
deacons and 26 religious women 
who serve a population of 30,000 
Catholics in 130 parishes and mis- 
sions. 
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Ukraine denies hosting secret CIA prisons 


(RFE/RL)— Ukraine’s government on Jan. 9 denied that there are any 
secret prisons run by the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) on Ukrai- 
nian soil. 

Vasyl Filipchuk, a spokesman for the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry, said 
“the very raising of that issue is absurd”. 

A Swiss weekly magazine recently published a fax, purportedly from 
the Egyptian foreign minister, that states that there are secret CIA prisons 
in Ukraine, Romania, Macedonia, Bulgaria and the UN-administered prov- 
ince of Kosovo. 

The Council of Europe and several European Union countries are in- 
vestigating reports of CIA-run detention facilities hosted in Europe and 
reports that European airports have been used by the United States to fly 
Suspected terrorists — some of them European citizens — to secret camps. 


Did you know that CIUS awards over $100,000 
annually in grants and scholarships? Support 


Ukrainian studies by becoming a donor 
to the 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 
Станьте меценатом KIYCy 


CIUS, 450 Athabasca Hall 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2E8 


Tel: 780.492.2972 Fax: 780.492.4967 
Email: cius@ualberta.ca; www:cius.ca 


КІУС 
CIUS 


on Granite Memorials 


personalized designs MONUMENT BUILDERS 


serving Albertans with dignity ra 
for over 36 years ees 


Edmont 
GM 


Honour Your Family 
with a 
Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 
All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Courtesy Car е Senior Citizen Discounts е Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


CGM protests Governor 
General’s patronage of 
proposed museum 


(CGM)—Canadians are being asked to contact Her Excellency the Right 
Honourable Michaélle Jean asking her to withdraw her patronage of the 
“Canadian Museum of Human Rights,” as proposed by the board of di- 
rectors of Winnipeg’s Asper Foundation. Supported in large measure by 
taxpayer’s funds, provided by the municipal (City of Winnipeg), provin- 
cial (Manitoba) and federal Canadian governments, this museum, accord- 
ing to reports, will not be inclusive and equitable in its treatment of the 
many episodes of genocide that occurred before, during and after the Sec- 
ond World War, not only in Europe but elsewhere in the world, including 
Asia and Africa. Instead, the museum, is intended to focus attention on 
the horrors that befell European Jews. 

Commenting on the Asper Foundation’s proposal, James Kafieh, of 
Canadians For A Genocide Museum, a coalition of dozens of Canadian 
ethnic, religious, and racial minorities who have come together to ques- 
tion the lack of inclusiveness and transparency in this project, said: 

“We are calling upon Her Excellency, the Right Honourable Michaélle 

Jean, to withdraw her support of this initiative because we are not con- 
vinced that the Asper museum will be inclusive or equitable in its treat- 
ment of the many episodes of genocide and crimes against humanity that 
befouled not only 20th century Europe but other regions as well. Of course, 
we have no objection to an exhibit on the holocaust, which took millions 
of Jewish and non-Jewish lives, but that crime is well known and already 
extensively treated in museums around the world. We believe a Canadian 
institution funded largely by the taxpayers should not suggest that any 
atrocity is more deserving of attention than others, or that the suffering 
that befell one community should be made to appear as being more wor- 
thy of memory than those endured by others. We want a museum that is 
not partial or prejudiced and that is developed and managed openly in- 
stead of behind closed doors. The Asper Foundation’s proposal does not 
meet these criteria. Their spokespersons are not being candid in respond- 
ing to our legitimate concerns. Accordingly, we are asking our friends and 
supporters to contact the Governor General and petition her to withdraw 
her support, at least until there are public assurances that our frankly- 
stated concerns have been addressed. Her Majesty’s representative in 
Canada should not be engaged in partisanship nor in endorsing a project 
that is so very controversial.” 

Her Excellency may be contacted by mail at this address: Her Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable Michaélle Jean, Governor General of Canada, 
Rideau Hall, 1 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A ОАЇ, (no postage 
necessary within Canada), or email at <info@gg.ca>. 


01 JUNE 
тет 
16 JUNE 


Twenty-Person Tours to Ukraine 


A JOURNEY TO REMEMBER 

Kyiv 3: ancient, medieval, and contemporary cultural and religious sites; Ternopil 2, Pochaiv 
Monastery; Chernivtsi 2: Kalinivskij Bazaar, Kam'ianets'-Podils'kyj, Khotyn Fortress; 
Kolomiya 4: Carpathian Mountains, Kosiv, Yaremche Bazaar; Ivano-Frankivs'ke, Lviv 3, 
Vienna 1. Kyiv and Lviv have UNESCO Heritage Sites, unique village praznyk. 

Tour escort: 


6 July - 21 July 2006 Sold Out 


ТУРИ В УКРАЇНУ ЧЕРЕЗ ЛЬВІВ ТА КИЇВ 


JR PRICES INCLUDE: AYR FARE, ACCOMMODATION, ALL MEALS WITHIN UKRAINE, TRANSPORTATION 


DEPARTURES CITIES DAYS 


FROM 


VINNIP 


16 


days |83,410.00 


04 JULY 


return 
19 JULY 


ADVENTURES IN MEDIEVAL AND CONTEMPORARY UKRAINE 

Kyiv 3: Kaniv, ancient, medieval, and contemporary cultural and religious sites; 
Chernivtsi 2: Kalinivskyi Bazaar, Kam'ianets Podils'kyi, Khotyn Fortress; Kolomyia 4: 
Carpathian Mountains, Kosiv, Yaremche Bazaar; lvano-Frankivs'ke, Lviv 4; Vienna 1. 
Kyiv and Lviv have UNESCO Heritage Sites, unique village praznyk. 

Tour escort: Mrs. Lesia Slobodianyk 


$3,670.00 


RETURN TO THE SOURCE: FOLK ART AND CULTURE - TOUR OF UKRAINE, 
with specialist Orysia Tracz . Exciting, entertaining, enlightening adventure. 

Kyiv 2, Kaniv 1, Ternopil, Kam'ianets'-Podils'kyi 2; Khotyn Fortress, Chernivtsi 
(Kalinivskyi Bazaar, University); Kolomyia 4, Carpathian towns and villages (Kosiv, 
Yaremche Bazaar, festive visit to master folk weaver’s home, visits with folk artists 
and to special sites); lvano-Frankivs'ke, Lviv 4; Vienna 1. Great shopping, food, 
hospitality, and serendipity. Visit to ancestral villages arranged. You don't have to be 
Ukrainian to come along. Kyiv and Lviv have UNESCO Heritage Sites. 

Tour escort: Orysia Tracz (11th tour) - author, translator, lecturer 


$3,670.00 


19 SEPT. 
retum 
4 OCT. 


ADVENTURE IN MEDIEVAL AND CONTEMPORARY UKRAINE 

Kyiv 3: ancient,medieval, and contemporary cultural and religious sites; Ternopil 2: 
Pochaiv Monastery; Chernivtsi 1: Kalinivskyi Bazaar, Kam'ianets'-Podils'kyi, Кпобуп 
Fortress; Kolomyia 4: Carpathian Mountains and villages (Yaremche Bazaar); Ivano 
-Frankivs'ke, Lviv 3; Vienna 1. Kyiv and Lviv have UNESCO Heritage Sites: unique 
village praznyk. 

Tour escort: Andy Koshelanyk (36th trp to Ukraine) (50% Sold Out) 


- Ano-refundable deposit of $250 is required at time of booking. 

- Prices for departure from other Canadian and USA cities available. 

- Opportunity to extend your stay to visit family members after the tour can be arranged. 
- All prices are subject to change without notice. 

- Single supplement is $450.00 per person. 


We offer the best price, service and 17 years experience of providing quality Tours to Ukraine. 
Please contact Irene Zadravec at Thomas Cook-Regent Travel 11-850 Keewatin St. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2R 0Z5. Toll Free: 1-877-772-1277 or (204) 988-5100 Mon-Fri 9-5 or 
Email: mnowensky @thomascook.ca 


4 
Росія образилася, 


все погано 


(Українська правда)- -У Москві з подивом сприйняли тональність 
висловлень держсекретаря США Кондолізи Райс, зроблених 
напередодні з російсько-українських відносин у газовій сфері. 

Про це говориться в повідомленні департаменту інформації і друку 
МЗС РФ, повідомляє PIA "Новости". 

"Ні словом не згадавши про досягнуту російсько-українську угоду, 
Райс фактично звинуватила Росію в політично мотивованих діях, що 
свідчать, мовляв, про її неготовності відповідально поводитися як 
постачальника енергоресурсів", - говориться в документі. 

Москві "зовсім незрозуміло, на чому засновані подібні твердження", 
відзначають у міністерстві. - 

У МЗС РФ визнають, що "дійсно, між Росією та Україною йшли 
важкі переговори, що у підсумку дозволили вийти на довгострокову 
угоду, що задовольняє обидві сторони і створює гарантії стабільних 
постачань газу на Україну i його транзит у Європу". 

Євросоюз, до речі, на відміну від США привітав досягнуті домов- 
леності, додали в МЗС. 

У міністерстві вважають "безпідставним" посилання Райс на те, що 
"від дій Росії могли постраждати європейці". "Газпром постійно заявляв 
про те, що при будь-якому розвитку подій буде повною мірою 
виконувати свої зобов'язання з постачання газу європейським спо-- 
живачам", - підкреслили в МЗС Росії. 

У міністерстві вважають "найголовнішим" те, що "перехід Росії й 

України на нові ринкові принципи взаєморозрахунків за постачання 1 
транзит газу ставить крапку на колишній непрозорій системі 
двосторонніх відносин у газовій сфері, що створювала численні 
можливості для зловживань". 
"Однак, на думку Кондолізи Райс, і це погано", - додали в МЗС РФ. 
"Визнаючи необхідність демонтажу неефективних старих радянських 
структур, Держсекретар, як не дивно, вважає, що переходити до 
ринкових цін на газ Росії й Україні треба "поступово", - відзначають у 
міністерстві. 

Москва не згодна з "думкою Держсекретаря США про те, що дії 
Росії в чомусь не погоджуються зі статусом члена "Групи восьми", 
головуючого в організації з 1 січня 2006 року". 

У MSC вважають, що "досягнуті з ініціативи Росії домовленості в 
двосторонньому форматі з Україною закладають міцну основу для 
стабільних постачань російського газу в Європу на довгострокову 
перспективу і є важливим внеском у забезпечення енергобезпеки 
європейського континенту". 


Я тут будую своє майбутнє. 
Ви вже готові голосувати на виборах? 
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Західна преса стала на бік 
що для Америки | Києва у суперечці з Москвою 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 

Попри стриманість Києва у висловленні своїх 
аргументів, західна преса стала на його бік у газовій 
суперечці з Москвою, 1-3 січня. Про це свідчали 
хоча б заголовки провідних західних видань. «Путін-- 
ська мафіозна політика» - називала редакційну стат-- 
тю американський діловий щоденник «Вол Стріт 
Джорнал». «Кремль затягує енергетичні гайки» - 
писала британська «Файненшил Таймс». «Захід має 
чинити опір російському залякуванню», «Росія пе-- 
ретворює торгівлю на політичну зброю», «Нова xo— 
лодна війна» - рясніли заголовками 2-го січня. За- 
хідні оглядачі закликали Європу також замислитися 
над власною енергетичною незалежністю від Росії. 

«Старими мафіозними прийомами мафія одно-- 
осібно взялася вимагати надмірні ціни. Відмова 
заплатити Тягне погані наслідки для жертви. Таким 
є засадничий підхід Росії в енергетичній боротьбі 
проти України», - мовилося у редакційному KOMeH— 
тарі американської газети "Wall Street Journal". 
Газета звертала увагу на те, що Росія добре підготу-- 
валася до «переговорів» з Україною, при чому слово 
«переговори» вона бере у лапки. І пояснила: перш, 
ніж у п'ять разів підняти ціни на газ, вона перекрила 
Києву можливість доступу до інших його джерел, 
скупивши усі туркменські поставки. А коли Київ 
відмовився платити, то вона просто його відключила 
від свого газу, але також і відключила туркменський 
газ, який вона згідно з контрактами, мала транс-- 
портувати в Україну. 

Західні оглядачі в принципі вітали збільшення цін 
на енергоносії для України, бо це, на їхню думку, би 
мало спонукати її економіку ефективніше ставитися 
до природних ресурсів. Однак вони вважали, що 
підвищення цін мало би бути поступовим, а одно- 
разове п'ятикратне підвищення ціни є нічим іншим, 
ніж шантажем, чи помстою. 

Практично одностайно коментатори пояснювали 
дії Москви тим, що вона хоче «відігратися» за прог-- 
раш «свого» кандидата на минулорічних президент-- 


У понеділок, 23 січня 2006 року - день виборів. 


ських виборах в Україні, а також залякати можливих 
прихильників «помаранчевих революцій» у себе 
вдома та в інших країнах колишнього Радянського 
Союзу. «Путін прагне економічної помсти за те, що 
колишня Радянська республіка посміла проголосити 
дипломатичну незалежність від Росії та подивитися 
у бік західної Європи», - мовилося у коментарі 
британської газети «Таймс». 

Німецький часопис "Spiegel" вважав, що Москва, 
зображаючи Київ ненадійним партнером Європи, 
має на меті вбити клин між Європейським Союзом 
та Україною. А на внутрішньому політичному полі 
України Кремль намагається представити україн- 
ську владу як некомпетентну напередодні парла- 
ментських виборів. На цих виборах, на думку 
німецького часопису, Москва ставить на колишню 
соратницю президента Ющенка Юлію Тимошенко, 
яка нещодавно побувала в Росії, i на думку газети, 
пообіцяла Москві, що Київ не прагнутиме вступу 
до НАТО, якщо вона стане прем'єром. 

Інші оглядачі звертали увагу на те, що нова так- 
тика Росії з використанням енергоносіїв в якості 
політичної зброї, мала би насторожити європейські 
країни. Газета "Financial Times" вважала, що якщо 
Росія буде використовувати свої енергоресурси для 
тиску на Європу, то вона може опинитися у ролі 
Саудівської Аравії та країн ОПЕК, які спровокували 
енергетичну кризу 1970х років. Але це призвело 
лише до того, що західні країни усвідомили свою 
вразливість та почали розробляти альтернативні 
джерела постачання енергоносіїв. 

На думку "Financial Times", Росія мала би усві- 
домити, що її суперечка з Україною може сильно 
зашкодити її іміджу надійного постачальника 
енергоносіїв, що було б особливо не бажано для Росії 
зараз, коли вона очолила групу Восьми індус- 
тріально розвинутих держав. Якщо пан Путін хоче 
і далі посідати місце серед світових лідерів, він мав 
би i поводитися як світовий лідер, завершила свій 
коментар "Financial Times". 


Якщо ви не отримали вашу інформаційну картку 
виборця, або якщо вона містить невірні ваші ім'я чи 
адресу, будь-ласка одразу зверніться до Виборчої 
комісії Канади, де ви можете спілкуватись 
англійською або французькою мовами. Також, ви 
можете знайти інформацію про голосування на 
нашому вебсайті. 


Виборча комісія Канади нещодавно надіслала вам 
інформаційну картку виборця. Збережіть цю картку. 
В ній знаходиться вся необхідна вам інформація для 
реалізації вашого виборчого права. 


Голосувати мають право громадяни Канади віком 
принаймні 18 років на день виборів. Голосування є 
таємним. 


Ми разом будуємо майбутнє. 
Моє майбутнє. Мій голос. 


1 800 463-6868 ДЕ Try: 1 800 361-8935 www.elections.ca 


Elections Canada 
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Rada sacks Yekhanurov’s cabinet| Next issue in four eisai 


Cont. from P. 1 
Ukraine’s Supreme Court to assess 
the rapid developments. 

_ But analysts suggest Yushchenko 
would face an uphill climb if he 
sought to dissolve the parliament, as 
it is unclear whether Ukrainian leg- 
islation currently grants the presi- 
dent such powers. There are also 
doubts over whether a hobbled Su- 
preme Court could respond authori- 
tatively to the situation. 

Yushchenko had previously said 
that the no-confidence vote by 


Ukraine’s parliament, the 
Verkhovna Rada, was “not consti- 
tutional.” 


For now, lawmakers have asked 
the government to continue work 
until a new cabinet is formed. 

Yekhanurov was appointed in late 
September and his cabinet was first 
convened on Oct. 1. 

The sacking of Yekhanuroy’s 
cabinet also presents Ukraine’s po- 
litical establishment with a serious 
legal puzzle: what to do now? 

According to a constitutional re- 
form that took effect on Jan. 1, it is 
the parliament that now has the criti- 
cal say in forming a governing coa- 
lition and appointing a new cabinet. 

But the reformed text stipulates 
that those new powers belong only 
to the legislature that is to be elected 
in March — not to the sitting par- 
liament. 

The no-confidence motion ap- 
pears aimed at dealing a blow to 
President Yushchenko and his allies 
ahead of the country’s parliamentary 
elections in March. 

The motion was supported by a 
number of opposition lawmakers, 
including members of the Regions 
of Ukraine led by former Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych, who 
lost a presidential runoff to 
Yushchenko in December 2004 af- 
ter public protests led to the nullifi- 
cation of fraudulent balloting, and 
the bloc of former Prime Minister 
Yuliya Tymoshenko. 

Other blocs supporting the vote 
were the Social Democratic Party- 
united, the Communist Party, and 
two groups supporting parliamen- 
tary speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn, a 
powerful political force in his own 
right. 

Two hundred and fifty deputies in 
the 450-seat parliament supported 
the no-confidence measure, well 
above the 226 needed for passage. 

Ukrainian Fuel and Energy Min- 
ister lvan Plachkoy shunned the раг- 
liamentary debate on the day of the 
vote. Foreign Minister Boris 
Tarasyuk and Oleksiy Ivchenko, the 
head of the state-run Naftohaz- 
Ukrayiny gas concern, were also 
absent. 

The sacking of the cabinet took 
place after Yekhanurov attempted to 
convince lawmakers the terms of the 
deal were advantageous to Ukraine, 
and that the price Kyiv will pay for 
its gas supplies was reasonable. 
Yekhanuroy also intimated that ri- 
val political groups had attempted 
to use the issue for political gain. 

“The importance of the gas issue 
captivated our society so much that 
it was commented on even by people 
who due to their [lack of] profes- 

sional qualities could not grasp the 
complexity and the scale of the 
problem of energy supplies to our 


country, and through some of these 
comments, certain Ukrainian figures 
harmed the country’s interests, po- 
litically and economically,” 
Yekhanurov told the Verkhovna 
Rada. 

Yekhanurov might be forgiven for 
expecting that his cabinet would be 
praised, rather than scolded, for the 
gas deal. 

Under the Jan. 4 accord — be- 
tween Ukraine’s oil and gas com- 
pany Naftohaz Ukrayiny, Russia’s 
gas monopoly Gazprom, and a 
Swiss-based intermediary 
Ukraine is to obtain 34 billion cu- 
bic meters of gas in 2006 from Rus- 
sia for $95 per 1,000 cubic meters. 

Gazprom initially demanded a 
price of $230 per 1,000 cubic meters 
in 2006. 

The deal also provided for a rise 
in the tariff Russia paid to Ukraine 
to transport its gas by pipeline to 
markets in Western Europe from 
$1.09 per 100 kilometers and 1,000 
cubic meters of gas to $1.60. 

The agreement came after Russia 
cut off gas to Ukraine on Jan. 1. 

But Ukraine, which was receiv- 
ing gas in lieu of payment for trans- 
porting Russian gas to the European 
Union according to the existing con- 
tract, continued to divert its own gas, 
with the result that EU countries 
were shortchanged. 

The resulting uproar convinced 
Russia to change its strategy and put 
in extra gas the following day. 

Working late into the night of Jan. 
3-4, Russian and Ukrainian negotia- 
tors hammered out the new deal at 
2:30 am Jan. 4. 

But critics of the gas deal — in- 
cluding the very vocal Yuliya 
Tymoshenko, a former Yushchenko 
ally who was ousted in September 
2005 on charges of abuse of office 
— said the deal is valid for only the 
first six months of the year and will 
be revised upward after that. 

They also slammed the govern- 
ment for making RosUkrEnergo — 
an obscure Swiss-based intermedi- 
ary created by Gazprom — the mo- 
nopolist responsible for gas supplies 
to Ukraine. 

According to Ukrainian critics of 
the gas deal, Kyiv should not have 
reneged on an existing contract with 
Gazprom of 2004. That deal fixed 
both the transit tariff and the gas 
price at rates beneficial for Ukraine. 

Instead of signing a new accord, 
they argued, Kyiv should have de- 
fended the old one before an inter- 
national arbitration panel. 

The European Commission re- 
sponded by saying it hoped the sack- 
ing of the Ukrainian government 
and the ensuing political crisis 
would not threaten stability in the 
country. 

Commission spokeswoman 
Emma Udwin told RFE/RL late on 
Jan. 10 that the European Union 
wants ongoing political and eco- 
nomic reforms to continue uninter- 
rupted. 

“We’re of course following devel- 
opments in Ukraine very closely,” 

Udwin said. “We understand that the 
government can continue in a care- 
taker role. If it chooses to do that, 
then we hope that it will do every- 
thing in its power to maintain sta- 
bility. It’s important that it is pos- 
sible to continue the political and 


Yanukovych seeks to form new government 


(Ukrainian Journal) —Former Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, who 
leads the biggest opposition group in Parliament, said Jan. 10 lawmakers 
should form the new government after sacking Prime Minister Yuriy 


Yekhanurov. 


The comment suggests that Yanukovych will probably seek to get the 
post of the prime minister in the new government, a move that could lead 


to a turnaround in Ukraine policies. 


economic reforms that Ukraine has 
embarked on, notably with the sup- 
port of the EU and the EU-Ukraine 
action plan.” 

RFE/RL regional analyst Roman 
Kupchinsky said the Jan. 10 move 
could have an impact on the Jan. 4 
gas deal, which has been finalized 
on the company level but has yet to 
be sealed with an intergovernmen- 
tal agreement between Kyiv and 
Moscow. 

“The major impact this is going 
to have will be on the agreements 
on gas sales between Russia and 
Ukraine,” Kupchinsky said. “You 
have to remember that the gas sale 
is always agreed upon in two steps. 
One is an agreement between com- 
panies — in this case, Gazprom and 
Naftohaz Ukraine — and the second 
part is an intergovernment agree- 
ment between Ukraine and Russia 
on the same matter, on gas sales. 
Yekhanurov’s government prepared 
a draft proposal, which has not been 
submitted yet to [Russian Prime 
Minister Mikhail] Fradkov’s gov- 
ernment, to the Russian government. 
The new government that comes in 
might be under tremendous pressure 
to reject the Russian, the Gazprom- 
type agreement and look for differ- 
ent solutions to gas problems.” 

Kupchinsky said the heated ri- 
valry of politicians like Tymoshen- 
ko, combined with political loop- 
holes, create uncertainties about 
what will happen next. 

“[Tymoshenko] was fired by the 
president,” Kupchinsky said. “Here 
the parliament is taking advantage 
of the situation of the political re- 
form that changed the political bal- 
ance of forces in the country in Jan. 
1. So now, parliament has the power 
to remove the government. They 
said that they will keep Yekhanurov 
in as acting prime minister, but we'll 
see what that means, what the im- 
plications will be in terms of the 
other ministries, of course.” 

It is difficult to say for the time 
being whether a new cabinet will be 
formed before the parliamentary 
vote on March 26 or whether 
Yekhanuroy will remain as а care- 
taker until the elections. 


The next issue of Ukrainian News will be published Feb. 8 
and mailed Feb. 9 as the staff take their Winter break. The 
Ukrainian News office will be closed from Jan. 16 to Jan. 23. 
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NDP candidates who 
deserve our support 


(Ukrainian News endorsed Liberal and 


Conservative candidates in the two previous issues) 


As noted in the two previous editorials, Ukrainian News is not endors- 
ing any one particular party in the upcoming federal election, but we are 
endorsing individuals from the three major national parties. As was also 
noted, we need to have strong representatives in all three parties. In the 
previous issues we endorsed the best representatives for our community 
in both the Liberal and the Conservative Parties. In this issue we list those 
of the New Democratic Party. 

Judy Wasylycia-Leis, Winnipeg North, has come a long way when it 
comes to representing our community. This was particularly true during 
her most recent tenure 

Wasylycia-Leis travelled to Kyiv during the “Orange Revolution” as an 
observer and was one of the most effective Canadian observers there. She 
has also addressed many issues important to the Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity in the House of Commons, including the recent Ukrainian elections, 
the Ukrainian Famine and the Internment of Ukrainian Canadians. Judy is 
on the Executive of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group. 

As former Citizenship and Immigration Critic, Judy worked hard to 
amend legislation that changed the points system, making it harder for 
people from countries like the Ukraine to immigrate to Canada, and worked 
for changes that would make family reunification easier than it is under 
the current legislation (She outlined her position on immigration in the 
Dec. 14-27, 2005 issue of Ukrainian News.) 

Mark Wasyliw, Winnipeg South-Centre, who wrote the second NDP 
piece for Ukrainian News’ “Left to Right” feature, was born and raised in 
Winnipeg’s Ukrainian community. His mother, Marie, is a retired school 
teacher and his father, Bill, is a Ukrainian Orthodox priest and proudly 
notes his origins on his website. 

Wasyliw has also worked for the Winnipeg Children’s Festival as their com- 
munications officer, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church of Canada and has volunteered as a Ukrainian Dance instructor. 

Mark is running in riding which is a Liberal stronghold. He will need all 
the support he can get from our community. 

Evelyn Myskiw, Kildonan St. Paul, was born to third generation Ukrai- 
nian immigrants. Her husband Wasyl Myskiw and family are fluent speak- 
ers of Ukrainian. Evelyn and Wasyl were married at the St. Nicholas Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Church in Winnipeg. Their children were baptized in this 
church. Her children attended a Ukrainian influenced day care and took 
dancing lessons. 

She is very supportive of the Ukrainian bilingual program as a trustee. 
Of the Seven Oaks School Division. 

Evelyn believes that Ukraine should continue to be one of Canada’s for- 
eign policy priorities and support strengthening Canada’s relationship and 
assistance to Ukraine in their efforts to strengthen independence, further- 
ing democratic and economic reforms, people to people cooperation, and 
facilitate integration with NATO, EU, WTO and Western democracies. 

Ed Schreyer, Selkirk-Interlake, is no stranger to politics, He has served 
as a federal MP, a provincial MP, Premier of Manitoba and in the non- 
political role of Governor-General of Canada. 

In all these positions he represented Canada’s Ukrainian community 
very effectively. Married to a Canadian of Ukrainian origin, Schreyer 
brought many Ukrainian Canadians into the Manitoba government and 
greatly increased the Ukrainian Canadian profile during his tenure at Rideau 
Hall. The NDP’s “supernova” candidate in this election, he will bring a 
wealth of experience into the next parliament and can be a very effective 
voice for our community. 

Peter Opryshko, Westlock-St. Paul, is an active member of the Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Parish of Dormition in Edmonton and has served the com- 
munity for many years. He has also been a director of the Alberta Council 
for Ukrainian Arts and, as a student in the sixties, was a member of the 
“Obnova” Ukrainian Catholic students’ organization at the University of 
Alberta. However, as the previous NDP candidate in this rural Alberta 
riding got less than nine per cent of the total vote, Peter has his work cut 
out for him. Our community can help his cause by supporting him. 
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What Is 


Michael 


Ignatieff afraid of? 


By Walter Daschko 

The celebrity Liberal candidate who was parachuted 
— orrather crash-landed — into Etobicoke-Lakeshore 
has demonstrated that he is afraid of just about every- 
thing to do with politics. 

Let’s start with the fiasco of Ignatieff’s so-called "ас- 
clamation’ as a Liberal party candidate. There has been 
more ink spilled on this absurd Liberal faux-pas than 
on almost any other election issue to date. It has left 
even staunch Liberals with a bad taste in their mouths. 
But Ignatieff’s only response to this charade, which he 
fully participated in, was to mumble something about 
not wanting to “second guess the party” and that “it’s a 
complicated question.” It shouldn’t be that complicated 
for a self-proclaimed defender of human rights, unless 
he has a deeply rooted fear of the democratic process. 

And it seems he has other fears, including the me- 
dia. In the wake of his botched debut on the political 
arena, it seems that Ignatieff wasn’t too popular among 
the voters of Etobicoke-Lakeshore. So great is the am- 
bivalence of these electors, that earlier in the campaign, 
television cameras captured Ignatieff being openly 
shunned by passers-by in the street. More recently, I 
have heard that [gnatieff’s campaign workers have com- 
plained that some voters not only slam doors in 
Ignatieff’s face, but chase him down the driveway and 
off the property. So Ignatieff’s handlers moved into 
damage control; they won’t allow the media anywhere 
near Ignatieff when he is in the riding. This tactic re- 
sulted in the now famous, very hilarious, and much 
blogged-about exchange between a Macleans’ reporter 
and Team Ignatieff where the intrepid reporter was told 
in no uncertain terms that he “would not be welcome 
to shadow him [Ignatieff] for a few hours” as that would 
be “an unacceptable and unreasonable intrusion into 
the campaign. " Indeed. 

But perhaps Ignatieff’s biggest fear is that of criti- 
cism. It has become abundantly clear that “what was 
good for Ignatieff the Academic, isn’t so good for 
Ignatieff the Politician. From his safe Harvard perch, 


and in front of his loving cameras, Ignatieff opined оп. 


just about every subject under the sun, never anticipat- 
ing the day when his political ambitions would cause 
him to wish he had kept his views to himself. 

Even before the election got started, Ignatieff was 
already at odds with his political masters because of 
his support for the war in Iraq. The view which Ignatieff 
espoused from the supposedly safe ivory tower of 
academia now took on quite a different hue. 

But if that weren’t enough, Ignatieff then found him- 
self at the centre of the torture debate. While Ignatieff 
has tried to reframe the debate as one about interroga- 
tion techniques, rather than torture, once again, he can- 
not escape his own volubility 

In 2004, writing in “The Lesser Evil,” Ignatieff at 
the outset rejects the use of torture, but then goes on to 
consider the ‘ticking-bomb cases’ where he suggests 
that certain forms of ‘duress’ or ‘coercive interroga- 
tion’ might be permissible. He expanded on this view 
in the New York Times where he said. “Permissible 
duress might include forms of sleep deprivation that 
do not result in lasting harm to mental health or physi- 
cal health, together with disinformation and disorien- 
tation (like keeping prisoners in hoods) that would pro- 
duce stress.” Unfortunately for Ignatieff, the publica- 
tion of this article coincided with the release of photos 
from Abu Ghraib prison, showing a hooded Iraqi stand- 
ing on a box. 

While Ignatieff did not use these terms himself, the 
methods he described have come to be known as ‘tor- 
ture-lite” and “no-touch torture.” Alfred W. McCoy, рго- 
fessor of history at the University of Wisconsin-Madi- 
son, author of “A Question of Torture” and an author- 
ity on CIA interrogation techniques, describes the tech- 
niques which are used: “In the first stage, interrogators 
employ the simple, nonviolent techniques of hooding 
or sleep deprivation to disorient the subject; sometimes 
sexual humiliation is used as well. Once the subject is 
disoriented, interrogators move on to a second stage 
with simple, self-inflicted discomfort such as standing 
for hours with arms extended. In this phase, the idea is 
to make victims feel responsible for their own pain and 
thus induce them to alleviate it by capitulating to the 
interrogator’s power. Although seemingly less brutal, 
no-touch torture leaves deep psychological scars. The 
victims often need long treatment to recover from 
trauma far more crippling than physical pain.” 


Commentary 


Writing in The Guardian, Naomi Klein also describes 
“coercive interrogation’: “early morning capture to 
maximize shock, immediate hooding and blindfolding, 
forced nudity, sensory deprivation, sensory overload, 
sleep and food ‘manipulation’, humiliation, extreme 
temperatures, isolation, stress positions — and worse.” 

However one chooses to label them, it is clear that 
Ignatieff condones techniques that most Canadians 
would find abhorrent. But then it’s easy to lose touch 
with Canadians’ sensibilities after a three decade ab- 
sence. 

While the debate about whether, or to what extent, 
Ignatieff does, or does not, support torture is an impor- 
tant one, what is more telling is the timing and vehe- 
mence of Ignatieff’s recent disclaimers. 

In a bizarre “correction” in the Toronto Star, likely 
prompted by the threat of a libel suit by Team Ignatieff 
— the same ones who won’t let the media follow him 
around in the riding — the paper published an apology 
on behalf of one of its more distinguished columnists, 
Haroon Siddiqui. The ‘correction’ went as follows: 
“Siddiqui used the subjective term “torture lite” to de- 
scribe coercive interrogation. He was wrong to sug- 
gest Ignatieff supports torture. The Star regrets the er- 
ror.” Shame on you Toronto Star. Haroon Siddiqui de- 
serves better. 

In their haste to salvage the imploding political ca- 
reer of their celebrity candidate, Team Ignatieff forgot 
to threaten libel suits against all the other columnists, 
academics and human rights groups in Toronto, Canada, 
and around the world who have similarly described 
Ignatieff’s views on “coercive interrogation.” Just 
launch your search engine to find out how many there 
are. 

Ignatieff had previously tried, but failed, to get simi- 
lar retractions from the academic community. The UK’s 
Laurie Taylor describes Ignatieff’s recent battle for his 
‘reputation’ with the editors and contributors to the In- 
dex on Censorship, where Conor Gearty, Professor of 
Human Rights Law at the prestigious London School 
of Economics, criticized the process by which well- 
meaning liberal intellectuals, Ignatieff among them, had 
created a climate in which even torture could be con- 
doned. The article attracted Ignatieff’s response which 
was “as violent as it was unexpected.” Ignatieff inter- 
preted Gearty’s essay as an assertion that he was in 
favour of torture. Gearty responded that he specifically 
said that Ignatieff did not approve of the use of torture, 
but that his writings provided a moral framework for 
others to do so. After several exchanges with the edi- 
tors of the Index, Ignatieff conceded that he could not 
expect “immunity from criticism” but declined to ex- 
ercise the standard academic right of reply in the next 
issue of the Index and resigned from its editorial board. 

Taylor offers a possible explanation: “To some, this 
concern about ‘reputation’ is best explained by a bi- 
zarre development in Ignatieff’s career path: his ap- 
parent new interest in pursuing political office...Could 
political ambition, the desire to have a clean public 
image, be an adequate explanation for Ignatieff s over- 
dramatic reaction to Gearty’s carefully-reasoned, if pro- 
vocative, article in Index? After all, he had not reacted 
half as aggressively to harsher evaluations of his writ- 
ing on torture in other more widely circulated publica- 
tions.” 

Ignatieff got one thing right. There is no immunity 
from criticism in a political campaign. 

Threatening libel suits and retractions when things 
don’t go your way is childish and petulant — the hall- 
mark of a bully. Mr. Martin, it’s time to send this bully 
to the principle’s office. 

Voters of Etobicoke — Lakeshore, do the Liberals a 
favour. Make sure this guy, who is afraid of so many 
things, never gets to Ottawa. Some Liberals made a 
mistake here, but now it’s up to you to fix it for them. 


Walter Daschko is an architect who lives in Etobicoke- 
Lakeshore. He has worked in some capacity in virtu- 
ally every election since he was 15. He was, until re- 
cently, a member of the Etobicoke-Lakeshore Federal 
Liberal Riding Association. 
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Russia downgraded to “unfree’’,| Why did parliament sack 
Ukraine upgraded to “‘free”’ 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—It is perhaps fitting that the 
Ukraine-Russia gas conflict has rekindled debates whether 
Russia truly belongs in the prestigious Group of Eight (G- 
8) advanced liberal democratic market economies. As the 
Wall Street Journal Europe editorialized, “All of this makes 
Russia’s assumption of the G-8 presidency this month not 
just ironic but almost as absurd as when Sudan chaired the 
U.N. Human Rights Commission. Moscow’s inclusion in 
the club was never (and still isn’t) justified on economic 
grounds.” The conservative Daily Telegraph was even 
blunter: “The West has to tell Russia that, plainly and sim- 
ply, its conduct is unacceptable if it wishes to remain part 
of the club of civilized nations.” 

In its 2006 world human rights report, the New York- 
based human rights group Freedom House downgraded 
Russia from “partly free” to the status of “unfree”. It up- 
graded Ukraine from “partly free” to “free.” 

The Russian-Ukrainian gas dispute is therefore no longer 
a conflict between two former Soviet republics but a con- 
flict between an autocratic, non-democratic regime headed 
by “Putin’s Mafia Politics” and a democratizing regime 
headed by Viktor Yushchenko. As the Daily Telegraph 
pointed out, “The methods of gangsterism and blackmail 
now being used by [Russian gas giant] Gazprom are remi- 
niscent of the Soviet era.” 

Russia’s downgrading to “unfree” places it on a par with 
other autocratic, non-democratic post-Soviet regimes, such 
as Belarus, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turk- 
menistan, and Uzbekistan. Kyrgyzstan was promoted to 
“partly free” due to its “Tulip Revolution” in March 2005. 

Russia was downgraded in part due to its growing hos- 
tility toward non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and 
civil society. In late December 2005 both houses of the 
Russian parliament approved a new law requiring NGOs 
to re-register and making it more difficult for re-registered 
groups to obtain foreign funding. 

Such restrictions on civil society are only Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin’s latest move against the media, re- 
gional governors, oligarchs, and democratic political par- 
ties. Russia’s attitudes towards civil society place it squarely 
in the same camp as the last dictatorship in Europe — 
Belarus — which is propped up by Russian gas subsidies. 

Both Russia and Belarus believe that civil society only ex- 
ists because of foreign funding, an attitude inherited from the 
former USSR when dissidents were routinely accused of be- 
ing CIA or “Zionist” agents. This wariness is complicated by 
another Soviet-era holdover: conspiracy theories that blame 
the democratic “color revolutions” on the United States. 

Freedom House downgraded Russia to “unfree” because 


of the marginalization of the political opposition, state con- 
trol of the media, declines in judicial independence, grow- 
ing “anti-democratic tendencies,” and pressure on civil so- 
ciety. Freedom House noted Ukraine’s improvement in all 
of these areas. Even before the latest gas conflict erupted, 
Freedom House had condemned Russia’s attempts at un- 
dermining democratic progress in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS). 

In contrast, Ukraine is the first CIS state to join the “free” 
group of countries in the world, vaulting ahead of the other 
three post-communist states to experience “color revolu- 
tions”: Serbia (2000), Georgia (2003), and Kyrgyzstan 
(2005). Twelve of the post-communist East-Central Euro- 
pean states are also designated as “free.” These rankings show 
how quickly the post-communist states in East-Central Eu- 
rope and the CIS are radically diverging. They also confirm 
that 2004 and 2005 were pivotal years, during which Russia 
turned toward autocracy and Ukraine toward democracy. 

Few Western commentators have bothered to connect 
Russia’s growing autocracy and undemocratic regime at 
home with a return to a neo-Soviet foreign policy. It is now 
evident that Russia’s aggressive stance towards Ukraine, 
evident both in the gas conflict and during Ukraine’s 2004 
presidential elections, indicates how closely Russia’s do- 
mestic and foreign policies are interwoven. 

The resignation of Russian presidential adviser Andrei 
Шагіопоу on the eve of the gas conflict brought home this 
inter-connection. The use of gas pressure, Шагіопоу 
claimed, was first tested inside Russia during elections for 
regional governors. After their success, the Russian authori- 
ties decided to apply them towards foreign countries. 

The gas dispute is merely the latest evidence of the close 
connection between Russia’s undemocratic domestic poli- 
cies and its support for autocratic regimes abroad. Of the 
six CIS states that are designated by Freedom House as 
“unfree,” four are politically aligned with Russia: Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan. Russia’s support 
for Uzbekistan’s brutal massacre of civilians in May 2005 
led to Tashkent’s re-alignment away from the United States 
and toward Russia. 

During President George W. Bush’s second term the 
United States has gradually become more aware of the links 
between Russia’s undemocratic domestic and aggressive 
external policies. But it is “old Europe,” inside the Euro- 
pean Union, that is now finally having to come to terms 
with the real Russia under Putin. 

Germany’s new government has already changed that 
country’s view of Russia. But traditionally Russophile 
France continues to view Putin’s Russia favorably, a stance 
that, as the gas conflict proves, is out of touch with reality. 


Yushchenko challenges constitutional reform 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

(Jamestown Foundation)—On Jan. 1 Ukraine began its 
transformation from a semi-presidential republic into a par- 
liamentary democracy. The reform is in line with the consti- 
tutional amendments that the Verkhovna Rada (parliament) 
passed at the height of the Orange Revolution in late 2004. 

In the early 1990s, Ukraine preferred a French-type re- 
public with a strong president and a weak prime minister to a 
parliamentary republic, the system chosen by Ukraine’s west- 
em neighbors like Hungary and Poland. In the beginning, 
this choice probably helped consolidate a nation that had no 
history of statehood. But later on, especially during Leonid 
Kuchma’s term as president, many critics started to argue 
that a strong presidency had become a hindrance to progress. 

Closer to the 2004 presidential poll, when it was becom- 
ing clear that Kuchma’s team would lose to Yushchenko, 
the tables were turned. The vanquished elite started to push 
for constitutional reform in order to weaken the future presi- 
dent. They succeeded on Dec. 8, 2004, when Yushchenko 
agreed to back the reform in exchange for the Rada majority’s 
go-ahead to the “third round” of the presidential election 
after the falsified November runoff election, in which 
Yanukovych had claimed victory. After winning the elec- 
tion, Yushchenko did not conceal his dislike of the reform, 
but he agreed not to torpedo it for the sake of stability. 

In accordance with the constitutional reform, the new 
Rada, which should be elected on March 26, 2006, will serve 
five, rather than four years, as previously. It will also be 
institutionally stronger. The Cabinet appointed before the 
election will have to resign, which was not necessary be- 
fore the reform. Now the Rada majority, rather than the presi- 
dent, will appoint the prime minister and most of the Cabi- 
net ministers. The president will lose the right to fire the 
prosecutor-general, which will be the Rada’s prerogative. 
It will be up to the Cabinet, rather than the president, to 
create new Cabinet ministries and other executive bodies. 

The reform, however, stopped short of a transition to a 
fully parliamentary republic, as the president retains cer- 
tain important functions and acquires several new ones. The 
president retains the right to nominate the foreign minister, 


the interior minister, and the defense minister, as well as to 
appoint the prosecutor-general and regional governors. Ad- 
ditionally, the president obtains the right to dissolve the 
Rada if it fails to form a majority within 30 days after elec- 
tion or to form the Cabinet within 60 days. The president 
also remains the army’s commander-in-chief and chairman 
of the National Security and Defense Council. 

The reform is controversial. It may lead to serious stand- 
offs if the president and the parliamentary majority belong 
to rival camps. For example, it is not quite clear what might 
prevent the president from dissolving the Rada as often as 
he wants to, if there is no stable majority in the Rada and 
consequently the Rada is unable to appoint the Cabinet 
within two months of the election. The reform is appar- 
ently also out of tune with European standards, as it strength- 
ens the position of the prosecutor-general and limits politi- 
cal freedom, introducing the so-called imperative mandate, 
under which people’s deputies will not be allowed to leave 
the parties from whose lists they were elected to the Rada. 

These weak points of the reform, not just the reluctance 
to share authority with the Rada, as President Yushchenko’s 
opponents claim, have prompted him to call for the reform’s 
reversal. During a Dec. 20 press conference Yushchenko 
for the first time announced that he would fight the reform 
after the New Year. On Dec. 28, Justice Minister Serhiy 
Holovaty denounced the reform, saying it is not in line with 
democratic standards. On Dec. 30, Yushchenko said the re- 
form would “worsen relations between the branches of 
power and make the government irrational.” He suggested 
reversing the amendments through a referendum. 

A referendum is probably the only tool that might change 
the situation in favor of Yushchenko now. The current Rada 
overwhelmingly backs the new system. Not only have the 
opposition United Social Democratic Party and the Com- 
munists harshly criticized Yushchenko for his calls to re- 
verse the reform, but Rada Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn and 
Oleksandr Moroz, whose Socialist Party has supported the 
Orange Revolution and Yushchenko’s government also 
agree. And Yanukovych even went as far as suggesting that 
the government deliberately provoked the natural gas row 
with Russia in order to disrupt the constitutional reform. 


Yekhanurov’s cabinet? 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—Opposition groups in Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada on 
Jan. 10 voted to dismiss the cabinet of Prime Minister Yuriy 
Yekhanuroy, pushing the country into a serious political crisis amid 
an ongoing parliamentary election campaign. Although the official 
reason for the no-confidence motion in the government was the Jan. 
4 deal on gas supplies to Ukraine, it appears that the opposition’s 
desire to undermine the electoral chances of pro-government and 
pro-presidential forces played no less important role in the vote. 

The no-confidence motion in Yekhanuroy’s cabinet was backed 
by 250 lawmakers in the 450-seat legislature, primarily from the 
Party of Regions led by former Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, 
the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, the Social Democratic Party-united, 
the Communist Party, and two groups supporting parliamentary 
speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn. Lawmakers from the pro-presidential 
Our Ukraine caucus and the Socialist Party, which participates in the 
government, did not vote. 

Simultaneously, the Verkhovna Rada adopted a resolution saying 
that the gas deal concluded by Naftohaz Ukrayiny with Gazprom 
and the Swiss-based RusUkrEnergo company on Jan. 4 represents a 
threat to Ukraine’s national security. 

Under the deal, this year Ukraine is to receive 34 billion cubic 
meters gas for $95 per 1,000 cubic meters from RusUkrEnergo, which 
in its turn is to purchase gas from Russia’s Gazprom as well as 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Kazakhstan. 

Ukrainian lawmakers said in their resolution that the Jan. 4 deal 
violates previous gas accords between Ukraine and Russia, in par- 
ticular a contract between Gazprom and Naftohaz Ukrayiny of 2004, 
in which Gazprom obliged itself to supply gas to Ukraine for $50 
per 1,000 cubic meters from 2005-2009. 

The resolution criticizes the Ukrainian government for allowing 
RusUkrEnergo, an obscure business entity, to become the monopo- 
list of gas supplies to Ukraine. The document also points out that 
last week’s gas deal guarantees the price of $95 per 1 000 cubic meters 
for Ukraine only for the first six months of 2006, while simulta- 
neously setting a stable tariff for Russian gas transit for five years. 

Premier Yekhanuroy, who spoke on the gas deal in the parliament 
before the no-confidence vote, argued that it was the best possible 
compromise under strong pressure from Moscow, which demanded 
a price of $230 per 1,000 cubic meters. 

Yekhanuroy also maintained that resorting to international arbi- 
tration over the 2004 gas-supply contract with Gazprom and previ- 
ous intergovernmental gas agreements with Moscow was not a good 
option for Kyiv, since, he argued, both sides would have to wait for 
years for a ruling in such a quarrel. 

Opposition lawmakers, however, did not heed these arguments 
and voted Yekhanurov out of his office, simultaneously charging 
him with the task of a caretaker until a new cabinet is formed. 

But the formation of a new cabinet may prove to be a tricky task. 
Under the constitutional reform that took effect on Jan. 1, it is pos- 
sible for the current legislature to dismiss the current cabinet but 
impossible to form a new one. This can by done only by a new com- 
position of the Verkhovna Rada to be elected on March 26. 

On the other hand, President Viktor Yushchenko cannot forma 
new government either, since the constitutional reform in force gives 
a decisive say in this regard to the parliament. Yushchenko said in-a 
statement on Jan. 11 that Yekhanurov’s cabinet will continue to per- 
form its tasks as if nothing has happened. 

If the opposition knew that it is impossible to replace Yekhanurov 
prior to the parliamentary elections, why did it decide to hold a no- 
confidence vote in him? 

It seems that the primary reason behind the no-confidence vote 
was to send the strong message to the electorate that Yushchenko 
and his government no longer represent the people’s interests and 
that voters should look for other depositors of their political hopes. 

However, it is not currently obvious that the no-confidence vote 
can improve electoral chances of major opposition forces. 
Yekhanurov said the move against his cabinet is likely to improve 
the standing of the pro-presidential camp in the elections since, he 
asserted, Ukrainians are rather prone to take the side of a wronged 
party in quarrels, that is, the government in this case. 

As for Yuliya Tymoshenko, the no-confidence vote — which can 
be seen as an apt act of revenge for dismissing her from the post of 
prime minister by Yushchenko in September — may even harm her 
election chances. 

After her split with Yushchenko, Tymoshenko began to claim that 
it is her bloc, not Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine, which preserves the 
true ideals of the 2004 Orange Revolution. It seems that she will 
find it much harder to ingrain this conviction in voters now, after she 
sided with the Party of Regions and the Communist Party — firm 
opponents of the Orange Revolution — in the anti- Yushchenko vote 
on Jan. 10. 

What seems to be perfectly clear after Jan. 10 is that Tymoshenko, 
who until recently remained relatively neutral in her public attitudes 
toward Yushchenko, has finally decided to take a path of war against 
him. Therefore, one should expect more anti- Yushchenko moves and 
statements from her side in the election campaign. 

Second, the Jan. 10 vote appears to indicate that one cannot ex- 
clude any governing alliance in Ukraine after the March 26 elec- 
tions — be it between Tymoshenko and Yanukovych or between 
Yanukovych and Yushchenko, or once again between Yushchenko 
and Tymoshenko. The stakes in the elections are extremely high, 
and what now can be seen as improbable and unthinkable, may be- 
come an act of political expediency after three months. 


‘UCC polls 
candidates 
on issues 


(UCC National) — The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, a community-based organization 
representing over 1 million Ukrainian Cana- 
dians, on Jan. 4 asked all candidates running 
in the upcoming general election a series of 
questions on issues of interest to the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian community. 

The response of each candidate will be re- 
corded and made known in the community in 
order to allow voters to better judge the can- 
didates on the following issues. 

» Increased immigration of Ukrainians to 
Canada and creation of a care giver program 
that Ukrainians can apply to. 

¢ Citizenship: The candidates were asked 
if they support a new Citizenship Act which 
would include the recommendations of the 
House of Commons report “Citizenship Re- 
vocation: A Question of Due Process and 
Respecting Charter Rights” which was issued 
on June 7,2005. 

¢ Internment of Ukrainians: The candi- 
dates were asked if they support the creation 
of an endowment and the funding of a series 
of commemorative and educational initiatives 
to the Ukrainian Canadian community as re- 
dress for the injustices committed to Ukrai- 
піап5 and other Europeans during Canada’s 
first national internment operations of 1914- 
20. 

г Canada-Ukraine relations: The candi- 
dates were asked if they believe that Ukraine 
should continue to be one of Canada’s for- 
eign policy priorities and support strengthen- 
ing Canada’s relationship and assistance to 
Ukraine in their efforts to strengthen indepen- 
dence, furthering democratic and economic 
reforms, people to people cooperation, and fa- 
cilitate integration with NATO, EU, WTO and 
Western democracies. 

¢ Multiculturalism: Does the candidate 
support sustainable funding for the enhance- 
ment of Canadian multicultural communities 
based on the principles of the Canadian 
Multiculturalism Act? 

» Strengthening Representative and 
Grassroots Democracy: Does the candidate 
support the selection of political candidates 
by local riding associations only through a fair 

and transparent democratic process and that 
local riding associations should determine the 
selection of candidates. 


» 
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By Mike Blanchfield, The Ottawa Citizen, 
Dec. 24, 2005 

Andrew Robinson knew revolution was just 
four days away, but the only thing he was not 
sure of was how bloody it would be. 

It was Nov. 17, 2004, and Canada’s ambas- 
sador to Ukraine correctly predicted the his- 
toric elections in the former Soviet-bloc state 
were rigged and would unfairly elect the hand- 
picked, Russian-backed Viktor Yanukovych 
to the president’s office. 

“Declaration of a Yanukovych victory 
would probably be followed by street dem- 
onstrations (in) Kyiv and a few other cities, 
put down by force, with probably loss of life,” 
Robinson reported back to Ottawa in a diplo- 
matic dispatch. “Regardless of the balloting, 
however, the results of the vote count are 
likely to be close thanks to the enormous ef- 
forts of the authorities to hold onto power, 
through a parody of democratic elections.” 

Within days, hundreds of thousands would 
take to the streets of Kyiv as the world wit- 
nessed the birth of the Orange Revolution as 
Ukraine wrestled free of the chains of its Iron 
Curtain totalitarian past. The worst-case sce- 
nario — tanks and soldiers putting down 
democratic protest — never came to pass. 
Opposition candidate Viktor Yushchenko, 
who became a symbol of the struggle, would 
ultimately win another ballot on Dec. 26, 
2004. 

That result was monitored by thousands of 
international observers, including former 
prime minister John Turner and 500 Canadi- 
ans. Canada led the international condemna- 
tion of the rigged Nov. 21 election in Ukraine, 
raising alarms even before that first fraudu- 
lent vote. 

That emphatic and outspoken criticism was 
the result of the front-line dispatches from 
Robinson and his team in Ukraine. Indeed, 
Robinson was called on the carpet by the 
Russian- backed government of Ukraine 
months earlier for his comments. 

Now, for the first time, the extent of 
Canada’s diplomatic efforts on the ground 
have been made public, released to Ottawa 
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Documents reveal diplomacy 
during Ukraine uprising 


Andrew Robinson, Canada’s ambassador to Ukraine, had no time 
for diplomatic niceties when it came to the trampling of democracy 


researcher Ken Rubin under Access to Infor- 
mation. The Foreign Affairs documents por- 
tray our man in Kyiv as a tough- minded, 
straight-shooter who had no time for diplo- 
matic niceties when it came to the trampling 
of democracy. 

On Noy. 22, one day after the fraudulent 
vote, Yushchenko — whose deep facial scars 
were the result of a poisoning attempt on his 
life — met with Robinson and other ambas- 
sadors in Kyiv to hand-deliver his “appeal to 
the parliaments and nations of the world to 
bolster the will of the Ukrainian people, to 
support their aspiration to return to democ- 
racy.’ When he reported back to Ottawa, 
Robinson referred to Yushchenko as “the real 
winner of yesterday’s election.” 

A week later, as the protests and the politi- 
cal stalemate continued, Robinson appealed 
to the federal government to do more, saying 
its past gestures had been greatly appreciated. 
“A point may come when a particular gesture 
from Canada will make a difference,” he 
wrote. 

Two weeks later, the government an- 
nounced Turner and a team of 500 monitors 
would be dispatched to the Dec. 26 election 
as the first mission of the newly formed 
Canada Corps. 

Meanwhile, Robinson assigned staff to 
monitor the hearings in the Ukraine Supreme 
Court on the legality of the Nov. 21 vote. 

“According to the embassy’s observer in the 
Supreme Court, Yushchenko’s team appears 
to have the upper hand as far as knowledge 
of the law, professionalism, preparedness and 


tactics,’ wrote Donald Banks, a Canadian 
counsellor. 

Banks also said letters from voters “con- 
fessing that they were part of the fraud” had 
started streaming in, detailing how they had 
been paid to vote for Yanukovych. “Unlike 
previously, when fear suppressed such infor- 
mation, people are signing these letters and 
providing their addresses.” 

A few days later, Ukraine’s high court or- 
dered another election take place on Dec. 26. 

While Yanukovych had been “significantly 
weakened” by the court order, Robinson did 
not expect the hand-picked successor of de- 
parting president Leonid Kuchma to be that 
easily defeated. “This campaign has seen nu- 
merous black tricks, the stakes remain high, 
and we should not rule out further surprises 
before election day,” said Robinson. 

As the election day approached, anxiety 
mounted. Robinson reported the Kuchma re- 
gime was beginning to realize it would lose 
to Yushchenko’s opposition movement, “but 
that does not mean that they will just lie down 
and accept their loss of power.” 

Robinson accused Kuchma of trying to pre- 
vent the printing of ballots, and he expressed 
concern armed groups would incite violence 
the day after the vote in order to justify a state 
of emergency. Meanwhile, the embassy was 
making contingency plans to protect Cana- 
dian observers on the ground. 

As the returns flowed in on Dec. 26, it be- 
came apparent Yushchenko would not be de- 
nied the victory this time. He won close to 60 
per cent of the 16 million ballots cast. 


Klufas welcomes Harper’s 
immigration plan 


(Jurij Klufas Campaign)—Parkdale High 
Park Tory Candidate Jurij Klufas noted the 
importance of the Conservative Party’s an- 
nouncement on immigration Jan. 5. Stephen 
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Harper, leader of the Conservative Party of 
Canada, announced a plan to recognize cre- 
dentials and reduce landing fees. 

“New immigrants to our community — and 
they number in the thousands — tell me again 
and again that one of the most difficult chal- 
lenges is getting their credential recognized,” 
said Klufas. 

“We have highly skilled individuals who 
are frustrated by the need to find work other 
than that for which they have been trained. 

“The creation of a Canadian Agency for As- 
sessment and Recognition of Credentials is 
an essential tool to fix that problem. 

“The Conservative Party has become the 
party of immigrants — more and more new 
Canadians who, like me, came to this coun- 
try to seek opportunity, freedom, and a hope- 
ful future for their families see these things 
best assured in the Conservative Party of 
Canada. 

“Tn Parkdale - High Park, we are trying to 
reach out to as many new Canadians as pos- 
sible - in the Polish community, the Vietnam- 
ese community, the Filipino community, the 
Tibetan community, the Ukrainian commu- 
nity and many others in order to tell them 
about the Conservative Party of Canada, and 
how it can help them and their families. 

“As Mr Harper said, hard-working new Ca- 
nadians bring to Canada a strong work ethic, 
a commitment to family life, an appreciation 
for higher education, and a respect for law 
and order. These are Canadian values, these 
are Conservative values, and these are values 
that we will bring to anew Conservative gov- 
ernment.” 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, January 10 - February 7, 2006,10 січня - 7 лютого, 2006 


Tymoshenko 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)— Ukraine’s former prime 
minister Yulia Tymoshenko made public Jan. 5 the con- 
fidential text of the Russia-Ukraine gas agreement, 
signed on Jan. 4 in Moscow. Three aspects that offi- 
cials on both sides downplayed or omitted in their brief- 
ings stand out in the confidential text. 

First, this is not just a bilateral interstate agreement, 
but has a third, co-equal signatory: RosUkrEnergo, an 
ostensibly private though shadowy offshoot of 
Gazprom. Second, Ukraine forfeits any possibility to 
import gas from Turkmenistan — an option that Kyiv 
had pursued up to the last day in 2005. And, third, 
Naftohaz Ukrainy — hitherto solely responsible for 
marketing all imported gas in Ukraine — yields one 
half of that business to RosUkrEnergo. 

Under the agreement, RosUkrEnergo shall purchase a 
staggering 41 billion cubic meters of Turkmen gas in 
2006, plus 17 billion cubic meters of Russian gas, and 
resells the aggregate amount to Ukraine. The total figure 
of 58 billion cubic meters is also stipulated for 2007. On 
the Turkmen front, this means that Gazprom has locked 
in almost the entire volume available in Turkmenistan 
for export to Europe, as well as using up almost the en- 
tire capacity of the trunk pipeline out of Turkmenistan. 

Kyiv had sought in its own right to import 40 billion 
cubic meters of Turkmen gas per year in 2006 and 2007, 
hoping also to arrange the transit of that volume with 
Gazprom. The Russian company transited some 36 bil- 
lion cubic meters of Turkmen gas for Ukraine in 2005. 
But Kyiv quickly fell into arrears on payments to 
Turkmenistan and failed to secure a clear-cut commit- 
ment from President Saparmurat Niyazov to renew the 
sale-and-purchase arrangement with Ukraine for 2006 
and thereafter. 

As late as December. 2005, Ukrainian officials such 
as Prime Minister Yuriy Yekhanurov and Fuel and 
Power Minister Ivan Plachkov were claiming to have 
signed the contracts with Turkmenistan for 40 billion 
cubic meters of gas in 2006. An apparently unsuspect- 
ing President Viktor Yushchenko reported this to the 


Text of the gas agreement 


discloses text 


nation as a success as late as Dec. 30, only later realiz- 
ing that the purported contracts were in fact mere state- 
ments of intent. 

Meanwhile, Niyazov was negotiating seriously with 
Gazprom and signed on Dec. 29 the contracts that al- 
low Gazprom to lock in the bulk of Turkmenistan’s 
gas export in 2006. The Jan. 4, 2006 Russian-Ukrai- 
nian agreement extends that situation into 2007 as well, 
and inserts RosUkrEnergo as an intermediary agent. 

Under the agreement just signed, Naftohaz Ukrainy 
and RosUkrEnergo are to form by Feb. 1 a parity joint 
venture to sell the Turkmen and Russian gas on the 
Ukrainian market. The sales volume is stipulated at 34 
billion cubic meters in 2006 and 58 billion cubic meters 
in 2007 — that is, the totality of Ukraine’s gas imports 
for that year. This arrangement entails a substantial loss 
of revenue for the Ukrainian state, as it will have to 
share the commercial markups with its partner in the 
new venture. Those volumes are to be sold to certain 
Ukrainian industrial sectors on a priority basis in 2006, 
and to industry and utilities across the board in 2007. 

Defending these arrangements, National Security and 
Defense Council Secretary Anatoly Kinakh claims, 
“RosUkrEnergo is the problem of our partner, Gazprom, 
which has itself the right to choose an intermediary”. 
The apparent implication is either that Gazprom is ina 
position to dictate the choice, or that official Kyiv pre- 
fers to be agnostic about the choice. In the same inter- 
views, Kinakh advises, “It is very important that 
Ukraine and Russia as two strategically friendly states 
have taken this decision without any external arbiters.” 
Kinakh, who represents industrial interests, has all along 
expressed concern that interruptions in the flow of low- 
priced Russian gas could devastate Ukraine’s main 
export-oriented industries: steel and chemicals. 

Disclosure of the agreement’s text seems likely to 
intensify the controversy in Ukraine over this gas deal. 
However, criticism will probably tempered by aware- 
ness of the risks involved in challenging the agreement 
during the peak of both the heating season and the elec- 
toral campaign. 
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(UNIAN/BBC Monitoring Service) — Fol- 
lowing is the text of the Jan. 4 gas agreement 
between Russia and Ukraine as published by 
the news agency UNIAN on the basis of a 
copy which Ukraine’s former Prime Minister 
Yuliya Tymoshenko released at a news con- 
ference in Kyiv Jan. 5. 

Agreement on settling relations in the gas 
sector. Moscow. 4 Jan 2006. 

[1] The open joint-stock company Gazprom 
(the Russian Federation), hereinafter called 
Gazprom, in the person of Board Chairman 
A{leksandr] В. Miller, who acts on the basis 
of the statutes, on the one hand, 

[2] the national joint-stock company 
Naftohaz Ukrayiny (Ukraine), hereinafter 
called Naftohaz Ukrayiny, in the person of 
Board Chairman O[leksiy] H. Ivchenko, who 
acts on the basis of the statutes, on the other 
hand, 

ІЗ) and also the Rosukrenergo company 


tal shall be formed by paying money and 
bringing in other assets. 

4. The Sides shall sign appropriate agree- 
ments and contracts (shall ensure the signing 
of appropriate agreements and contracts) with 
the aim of forming, starting from І January 
2006, an annual gas balance of the Rosukr- 
energo company in the following volumes: 
TO PURCHASE: 

- 41bn cu.m. of Turkmen gas to be bought 
from Gazeksport Ltd and Naftohaz Ukrayiny 
to the amounts at their disposal; 

- up to 7bn cu.m. of Uzbek gas to be bought 
from Gazeksport Ltd with the aim, in particu- 
lar, of swapping with gas deliveries in the 
Transcaucasus; 

- up to 8bn cu.m. of Kazakh gas to be bought 
from Gazeksport Ltd with the aim, in particu- 
lar, of swapping with gas deliveries in the 
Transcaucasus; 

- up to 17bn cu.m. of Russian gas to be 
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(Switzerland), hereinafter called Rosukrener- 
go, in the person of Executive Directors O.A. 
Palchykoy and K.A. Chuychenko, who act on 
the basis of the articles of association, which 
are jointly called the Sides, have signed this 
agreement striving to settle relations in the 
gas sector on a mutually beneficial basis and 


bought from the open joint-stock company 
Gazprom at a price to be set by a formula, 
proceeding from the basic gas price (Po = 230 
US dollars per 1,000 cu.m.). 
TO SELL: 

- in 2006 - 34bn cu.m. of gas to be sold at 


and 


agreed on the following: 

1.To ensure transit of natural gas which be- 
longs to Gazprom (Gazeksport Ltd) and 
Rosukrenergo through Ukraine and the Rus- 
sian Federation, the Sides have agreed on the 
rate of payment for transit to the amount of 
1.60 US dollars per 1,000 cu.m. per 100 km 
until 01.01.2011. 

2. The Sides have agreed on the Rosukr- 
energo company as the supplier of natural gas 
to Ukraine. From 1 January 2006 Gazprom 
shall not deliver Russian natural gas to 
Ukraine, while Naftohaz Ukrayiny shall not 
export from Ukraine the natural gas that came 
from the Russian Federation. 

3. To sell the natural gas that came from 
the Russian Federation on the Ukrainian do- 
mestic market, Naftohaz Ukrayiny and 
Rosukrenergo shall set up a joint venture, 
within the shortest possible time but no later 
than 1 February 2006, whose authorized capi- 


the price of 95 US dollars per 1,000 cu.m. of 
gas which is in force in the first six months of 
2006, to the joint venture created according 
to Paragraph 3 of this agreement (to be sold 
to Naftohaz Ukrayiny until 1 February 2006 
until the creation of the joint venture) for sub- 
sequent sale on the Ukrainian domestic mar- 
ket without the right to re-export; 

- from 2007 - up to 58bn cu.m. of gas to be 
sold to the joint venture created according to 
Paragraph 3 of this agreement for subsequent 
sale on the Ukrainian domestic market with- 
out the right to re-export; 

- 15bn cu.m. of gas for export under joint 
programmes with Gazeksport Ltd. 

5. The rate of payment for transit and the 
price of natural gas which are set in this agree- 
ment can only be changed upon the mutual 
consent of the Sides. 


[Passage omitted: the Sides’ addresses and 
names of the signatories] 
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Andriy Hladyshevsky 


Edmonton Strathcona Liberal Candidate 
YOUR Ukrainian candidate in Action: 


¢ Director and Current President 

- Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko 

¢ 2nd Vice President — Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

« Key Negotiator 

- Ukrainian Internment Agreement National Committee Member 

« Canadian Election Observer Mission to Ukraine, December 2005 
* Former President, Concert Producer and Member (24 years) 

- Dnipro Choir 

* Active Member (20 years) — Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton 
« Member and Former President 

- Ukrainian Professional and Business Club of Edmonton 

¢ Director 

- Friends of the Ukrainian Folklore Centre, University of Alberta 
» Alumni Member — Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus (Detroit) 


YOUR help and support will bring more community representation to 
the House of Commons. 


Make a Donation: c/o P. Daryl Wilson, QC, Official Agent 


2900, 10180 — 101 Street Edmonton T5J 3V5 


Authorized by P. Daryl Wilson, QC, Official Agent for Andrew Hladyshevsky 
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32nd UCWLC Convene 
of the Edmonton Eparchy 


By Rosemarie Nahnybida 

58 delegates and 57 guests at- 
tended the UCWLC’s 32nd 
Eparchial Convention held at Cha- 
teau Louis Conference Centre in 
Edmonton, on Oct. 14-16, 2005. The 
theme was “Celebrating Our Past — 
Shaping Our Future.” 

Helen Sirman, Eparchial Presi- 
dent, officially opened the first ses- 
sion which began with the singing 
of “O Canada” and our UCWLC 
Hymn “O Spomahay Nas”. Very 
Rev. Fr. Michael Kowalchyk, 
UCWLC Eparchial Executive Spiri- 
tual Advisor, led in the opening 
prayer and a touching candlelight in 
memoriam service took place for 
deceased members. National Presi- 
dent, Olenka Gedz, brought greet- 
ings from the National Executive. 
The usual procedural business took 
place concluding with the reports 
from the Eparchial Executive. 

Guest speaker Molly Anne War- 
ring, author of “Paradise Acres: the 
Stry—Kerr Family Saga” — a fic- 
tional novel about Ukrainian pio- 
neers in Alberta — spoke on her 
early experiences as a little girl when 
she would listen to her baba tell her 
stories and how her baba told her to 
write a book based on these stories 
and experiences. 


Come volunteer — 
we need your help! 
Campaign Office 
10416 — 81 Avenue 


442-4626 
& Uf 
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Sylvia Maslyk, Eparchial Cultural 
Committee Chairperson, spoke on 
the contributions of the Cultural 
Committees at the branch level and 
presented plaques, on behalf of the 
Eparchial Executive, to the Branch 
Cultural Committee chairpersons. 
Sylvia Maslyk, on behalf of the 
Eparchial Cultural Committee, re- 
ceived a plaque in recognition of the 
Committee’s dedicated service from 
the Eparchial Executive. 

A major attraction of the UCWLC 
was the “Showcase of Historical 
Memories” set up by the Eparchial 
Cultural Committee in commemo- 
ration of Alberta’s centennial year 
featuring various historic memora- 
bilia — artifacts, photos, and a po- 
etry display — much of it dealing 
with historic memories. 

The highlight of the afternoon was 
the amazing, colorful “Fashion 
Show — Then and Now” — pro- 
duced by Nadia Cyncar, Chair of the 
UCWLC Museum Committee, with 
commentator Joyce Sirski— 
Howell, UCWLC Museum Com- 
mittee member, featuring beautiful 
Ukrainian costumes of the past from 
the different regions of Ukraine, 
since 1953 — a blend of contempo- 
rary and traditional, and recent 
newly brought ideas from Ukraine. 

Another exciting event, spear- 
headed by the Eparchial Cultural 
committee and judged by Evelyn 
Cook, Elsie Kawulych, and Eva 
Tomiuk, was the announcement of 
the baking contest winners. In the 
гопаїуКу category the winners were: 
1st Theresa Hlus (St. Basil’s), 2nd 
Emily Kostuik (Lamont), 3rd Bar- 
bara Hlus (St. Basil’s) and in the 
fruit platsok category the winners 
were: 15: Oksana McIntyre (St. 
Vladimir, Red Deer), Shirley Kunyk 
(Stry), and 3rd Olga Savaryn (St. 
Josaphat’s Branch 1). 

Friday’s events concluded with a 
moleben at St. Josaphat’s Cathedral 
and a plenary session of the Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Council (UCWLC, 
UCBC, and UCYC) meeeting at St. 


Josaphat’s Parish Hall in Edmonton. 

Yet another of the convention’s 
highlights, that took place on Oct. 
15, was the workshop — “Shaping 
Our Future” — facilitated by key- 
note speaker Lorraine Lastiwka, 
Edmonton Public Schools Consult- 
ant. Lastiwka stressed that we tell 
stories based on our own experience 
and as they are told, from genera- 
tion to generation, they change. It is 
important to write these stories 
down. It is also important to listen 
to others and really hear what they 
are saying. In our churches and or- 
ganizations we need to rise to the 
challenges so that we can be more 
aligned to how things are today and 
to make changes that will allow 
more people to appreciate church— 
related activities. 

Another highlight was Most. Rey. 
Bishop Lawrence Huculak, OSBM, 
who urged those present to have 
strength of faith and to set roots in 
new situations with stewardship. If 
our faith is to be strong, he stressed, 
we must take into consideration 
three “T’s” — time (How much of 
my time do I give to Christ?), talent 
— (What talent(s) have I received? 
How do І use these for our Lord and 
in sharing with others?) and treasure 
— (What have we built up over the 
years? Can we not share that with 
the less fortunate?) 

The Resolutions Committee de- 
cided not to create new resolutions 
but to work on two main Resolutions 
that were passed at the 21st Con- 
gress in Winnipeg (July 2005): 
Combating Trafficking of Human 
Beings and the More Campaign — 
the drive for more UCWLC mem- 
bers and more Nasha Doroha 
(UCWLC journal) readers. 

Maria Pastuszenko, Eparchial Vice 
President, extended appreciation to 
the outgoing Executive. The introduc- 
tion of the newly elected Eparchial 
Executive and installation of execu- 
tive officers took place. Newly re- 
elected Helen Sirman, Eparchial 
President, gave her greetings 


More bird flu reported in Crimea 


(RFE/RL)— Oleh Rusetskyy, agriculture minister of the Crimean Au- 
tonomous Republic, said that health authorities have been monitoring mass 
bird deaths at three poultry farms in the village of Primorskyy since De- 
cember, but that it was only on Jan. 9 that they received confirmation it 
was an outbreak of bird flu, UNIAN and Interfax reported on Jan. 10. 

Rusetskyy added that emergency workers have already culled nearly 
100.000 of the more than 171,000 birds or the farms. Meanwhile, Ukrai- 
nian First Deputy Health Minister Serhiy Berezhnov said in the Verkhovna 
Rada on Jan. 10 that there is “a possibility of mass [bird-flu] infection 
among humans” in the country. “The situation today is under control but 
it is rather threatening,’ Berezhnov added. 
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Rice calls cutoff a political /EU parliamentarians say Russia 
move to punish Ukraine 


By Nicholas Kralev, 
The Washington Times, Jan. 6, 2006 

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice yester- 
day (Jan. 5) accused Russia of using its energy 
resources as a political weapon, saying such 
behavior does not befit a responsible member 
— and the new chairman — of the Group of 
Eight leading industrialized countries. 

Other senior U.S. officials said Rice’s re- 
buke of Moscow’s decision to cut natural-gas 
supplies to Ukraine on Sunday reflected a 
growing frustration in Washington at what one 
official called Russia’s “inexplicable or just 
mad” behavior. 

“The game just can’t be played that way,” 
the secretary said of Moscow’s weekend ac- 
tions, which also affected supplies to West- 


Ukrainian official: 
Russian gas not in 


immediate demand 


(RFE/RL)— A Ukrainian industry official 
on Jan. 6 said that Kyiv does not need Rus- 
sian natural gas in the immediate future and 
that its domestic needs will be entirely cov- 
ered by supplies from Central Asia. 

Andriy Lopushanskiy, the first deputy 
chairman of the state-controlled Naftohaz 
Ukrayiny gas concern, told reporters that un- 
der an agreement reached on Jan. 4 with 
Russia’s monopoly Gazprom, most of the 
Central Asian gas that will transit through 
Ukzaine this year will be meant for domestic 
consumption. Under a five-year agreement, 
Gazprom will sell natural gas to 


RosUkrEnergo — a company it co-owns — 
at a rate of $230 per 1,000 cubic meters. 

RosUkrEnergo will then mix this gas with 
supplies from Central Asia and resell it to 
Ukraine at a price of $95 per 1,000 cubic 
meters. 
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ern Europe. “When you say you want to be... 
a responsible actor in the international 
economy, then you [should] play by its rules.” 

The Russian Embassy in Washington said 
it was “disappointed” by Rice’s “one-sided” 
comments. The country is scheduled to serve 
this year as G-8 chairman. 

Rice, at a breakfast with State Department 
reporters, said, “It was not a good week from 
the point of view of Russia’s demonstrating 
that it is now prepared to act as an energy sup- 
plier in a responsible way. 

“That type of behavior is going to continue 
to draw comment about the dissonance be- 
tween Russian behavior on something like this 
and what should be expected from a respon- 
sible member of the G-8,” she said. 

She accused the Kremlin of “politically mo- 
tivated efforts to constrain energy supply to 
Ukraine” as punishment for the former So- 
viet republic’s pro-Western orientation. 

A spokesman for the Russian Embassy said 
his government “never politicized the issue.” 

He acknowledged that the negotiations at 
times had been “tense and precarious,” but 
he said the final deal had solved a long-run- 
ning dispute with Ukraine over natural-gas 
prices and cemented Russia’s status as a prime 
energy supplier to the rest of Europe. 

Russia set off alarm bells across Europe on 
Sunday when it briefly halted energy ship- 
ments that travel through a Ukrainian pipe- 
line to Western European markets. 

Echoing Rice’s criticisms, officials in Po- 
land and other Eastern European states ac- 
cused Russian President Vladimir Putin of 
using his country’s vast energy reserves to 
reassert control of states once part of the So- 
viet Union’s Cold War empire. 

Officials from the European Union also said 
the cutoff raised new questions about Russia’s 
long-term reliability as a source of energy. 

David R. Sands contributed to this report. 


played politics with gas 


(RFE/RL) — European Union parliamentar- 
ians оп Jan. 11 accused Russia of triggering 
the recent gas crisis with Ukraine for politi- 
cal purposes. 

Several European nations saw sharp de- 
clines in their natural gas supplies in early 
January after Russia cut off deliveries to 
Ukraine over a price dispute. 

Polish Socialist lawmaker Marek Siwiec 
told the European Parliament’s committee on 
relations with Ukraine that “for the first time, 
a ‘gas weapon’ was used by Russia against 
the EU on this scale.” 

Speaking to RFE/RL, he said that “this is a 
very European problem and the problem of 
Ukraine can be a problem of another European 


country or the European Union in the future, 
because what Moscow has presented is part of 
the imperialist policy of this country.” 

He also said that, one year after the Orange 
Revolution that brought Ukraine’s President 
Viktor Yushchenko to power, “Russia wants 
to reverse history.” 

Dutch conservative Camiel Eurlings said 
the gas crisis was a “wake-up call,” showing 
that Europe needs to look for alternative en- 
ergy sources. 

Ukraine’s ambassador to the EU, Roman 
Shpek, told European lawmakers that Kyiv 
needs the prospect of EU membership to help 
it overcome political and economic challenges 
from Moscow. 


Ukrainian Canadians on gas dispute 


(CBC News/UkrNews)—Some members 
of Canada’s Ukrainian community joined in- 
ternational leaders in complaining about Rus- 
sian moves to cut supplies of natural gas to 
Ukraine, reported CBC News Jan. 3, the day 
before the new gas agreement was announced. 

“T think it’s pure economic blackmail. They 
say they’re demanding market prices; that’s 
a joke,” said Walter Derzko, a strategic plan- 
ning consultant in Toronto who has advised 
the Ukrainian government. 

He says Russia is demanding Ukraine pay 
US$230 per thousand cubic metres of gas, far 
above the $50 Russian-friendly Belarus pays 
or the $110 that Russia bills Armenia and 
Azerbijan. 

Bob Onyschuk, vice-president of the 
Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce, said 
Russian President Vladimir Putin should be 
fired as chairman of the G-8, and Prime Min- 
ister Paul Martin should ask the other group 
members to push for that. 

“He is acting in a way that completely con- 
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krainian Dance Сотрап! 


travenes every international norm,” Onyschuk 
said. 

Edmonton’s large Ukrainian community is 
also angry. Darcia Roland said Russia is us- 
ing the gas crisis to destabilize the new demo- 
cratic government in Ukraine, in advance of 
parliamentary elections in March. 


Yushchenko lauds gas deal 


(RFE/RL)— President Viktor Yushchenko 
said on Ukraine’s NTN television channel on 
Jan. 7 that the Jan. 4 deal on gas supplies to 
Ukraine between Russia’s Gazprom, 
Ukraine’s Naftohaz Ukrayiny, and the Swiss- 
based RosUkrEnergo company is a “brilliant 
achievement,” Interfax-Ukraine reported. 

“Only those who do not understand any- 
thing about the gas issue may criticize [the 
deal], Yushchenko noted. 

“Ukraine got the price of $95 [for 1,000 
cubic meters of gas]. Look at the map of Eu- 
rope. Who else has got such a price? What 
have we surrendered? Nothing.” 
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Tickets at Ticketmaster outlets or 
call: (780) 451-8000 - 


www.ticketmaster.ca 


Presented by the Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance Company 
Artistic Director Mykola Kanevets 


www.cheremosh.ca 


CNereMos 


Submitted by Kari Moore 

Noy. 26, many Ukrainian churches across 
Canada and the world, paused to remember 
the great Genocide of 1932/33 in Ukraine. The 
parishioners of our St. George’s Ukrainian Or- 
thodox church in Victoria solemnly recalled 
the Holodomor when Ludmilla Weaver (née 
Krawchenko) recounted the survival and the 
horrible experience of her family. These are 
her words: 

In 1932 and 1933 millions of people in 
Ukraine died of hunger. Unlike most famines, 
the one in Ukraine was not caused by some 
natural calamity or crop failure, but was 
manmade. It was the result of a deliberate 
political decision by Stalin to eliminate the 
Kulaks as a class. The forced collectivisation 
of peasant land started in 1929-30, which ul- 
timately led to the Famine-Genocide of 1932- 
33 that took some 7 million lives. This year is 
the 74th anniversary of the beginning of 
forced collectivization and the 75th anniver- 
sary of the deportation of Kulaks to labour 
camps in Vologda, Siberia and Central Asia. 
Who exactly were these Kulaks? Were they 
some greedy, wealthy, grasping peasants? The 
reality is far from the official propaganda of 
the time. 

I will tell you the story of one such Kulak 
family, which happens to be mine. My grand- 
father, Ustym Mefodyevuch Krawchenko, his 
wife, Fedocya Ivanovna Krawchenko, née 
Bondarenko, along with their nine children, 
lived in a small village called Ivanovka, іп 
the Dnipropetrovsk Oblast (Region). The 
house they lived in was built in 1889, by my 
great-grandfather, Mefody. You might ask 
yourselves, how did he get the land on which 
to build a house? The answer lies in the imple- 
mentation of some land reforms following the 
abolition of serfdom in 1861. After the re- 
forms, the landlords could partition small 
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pieces of land for the peasants in return for 
redemption payments received from them. 
That is how my great-grandfather had ac- 
quired the small piece of land on which to 
build his house. 

My grandfather, Ustym Mefodyevuch 
Krawchenko, was a handsome man. He was 
literate, and a born leader who was not afraid 
to speak out to defend the villagers’ interests. 
The villagers in turn respected his opinion. 
He was a strong voice against collectiviza- 
tion because he saw it as the ruin of the vil- 
lage and for this he was frequently sent to jail 
in Dnipropetrovsk, before his final exile to 
Vologda. My grandmother, Fedocya Іуапаупа 
Krawchenko, had nine children, four boys and 
five girls. She was a very devout, hardworking 
woman. My father, in his memoirs recalls how 
at the age of three he would get up with his 
mother at three in the morning. He would join 
her in reciting the Lord’s prayer, ask for her 
blessing, and watch her prepare borsch for her 
husband so that it could be ready for him by 
the time he started his farm chores at 5 am. 
He adored his mother. 

On March 5, 1930, their lives were irrevo- 
cably changed when Soviet officials pounded 
on their door, and leaving them no time to 
pack, threw them out of their home and carted 
them off to a train station. Their journey to 
Vologda, a densely forested region in Russia’s 
far north, was a long and difficult one. 
Crammed in cattle-cars, deprived of food, heat 
or water, many died along the way, especially 
the old people and the children. Having fi- 
nally arrived deep in the forest of Vologda, 
the men were separated from their wives and 
children. My grandfather was assigned to 
work clearing the forest, my grandmother and 
her four children, along with other deportees, 
were crammed into abandoned churches and 
left to fend for themselves. 
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Victoria community commemorates Holodomor 


Ludmilla Weaver and her family pictures. 


The living conditions were exceedingly 


“harsh and the mortality rate among the chil- 


dren was so high that the Soviets allowed the 
children to return home. Three of my aunts, 
young and unaccompanied, were among the 
fortunate ones who made it back to 
Dnipropetrovsk and were sheltered by their 
brother Vasyl, the author of the poem above. 
My father and his mother miraculously es- 
caped and my grandfather joined them later. 
Although they all survived the deportation and 
hunger, with the exception of my great-grand- 
father who died of starvation, the trauma and 
suffering they endured stayed with them for 
life. 

The family that remained in Ukraine, all 
but my father and his brother Vasyl, had to 
live the pain in silence. They could not share 
their experiences with their children and 
grandchildren because of shame and fear of 
retribution. The Soviet regime up to some 15 
years ago refused to acknowledge its respon- 
sibility in the famine genocide. 

Today we are a bit further ahead. The world 
is learning more and more about this human 
tragedy, countries are beginning to recognise 
it as a genocide and Ukraine is slowly com- 
ing to terms with it. In fact, on Nov. 25, 2005, 
Ukrainian President Victor Yushchenko 


opened an exhibition dedicated to the geno- 
cide famine in Ukraine, with a ’Light a 
Candle’ ceremony in the cathedrals of St. 
Sophia and St. Michael. Some 33,000 candles 


_were lit for the first time ever in the area be- 


tween St. Sophia’s and St. Michael’s. Histo- 
rians believe that 33,000 persons were dying 
in Ukraine each day at the height of the fam- 
ine in the spring of 1933. On Nov. 26, the 
President took part in a ceremony to plant a 
snowball tree garden in the Glory Park and 
on the slopes of the Dnipro River. The com- 
memorative day ended with a Panakhyda and 
a requiem concert at the Kyiv Opera. 
Sharing with you my family’s personal 
story is a step towards reconciliation, not only 
with a family’s tragic history but also the 
tragic history of the Ukrainian people and all 
those who suffered under Stalin’s rule of ter- 
ror. It is also a step towards healing. I cannot 
forget, and I think it would be a great injus- 
tice to all those innocent people who have per- 
ished, not to remember them and not to let 
their stories be known. The truth must be told 
and history books must be rewritten. But as a 
Christian I am called to forgive those who 
have perpetrated those crimes and І ask God 
to forgive them for, in the words of Christ, 
“they knew not what they were doing”. 


Lazarenko reportedly laundered 


money through Lithuanian banks 
CEC reuses to register him as a candidate 


(RFE/RL)— According to a Jan. 4 report in 
the Lithuanian newspaper “Lietuvos rytas,” 
former Ukrainian Prime Minister Pavlo 
Lazarenko laundered money through 
Lithuanian banks, Interfax-Ukraine reported. 

The “Lietuvos rytas” article cited data from 
the FBI and the Lithuanian Financial Crime 
Investigation Service. “Lazarenko included 
Hermis bank, which was prosperous then, in 
his schemes of money laundering in 1998 and 
transferred US$30 million, gained illegally, 
to the bank’s accounts,” the report stated. 

In late 1999, according to the report, the 
funds were transferred to SEB Vilniaus 
bankas, which bought out Hermis bank. 

“This money is in an account of this bank 
to this day,” the report stated. 

Lazarenko was arrested in the United States 
in February 1999 for money laundering. 


He was found guilty on 14 charges related 
to money laundering and fraud, each carry- 
ing a term of imprisonment of 20 years. 

A day earlier, Ukraine’s Central Election 
Commission refused to register Lazarenko as 
a candidate in the country’s March parliamen- 
tary elections, Interfax-Ukraine reported the 
same day. 

The CEC said that it could not register 
Lazarenko because he had not lived in 
Ukraine for five years prior to election day, 
as required by law. 

It marked the second time the commission 
has refused to register Lazarenko as a candi- 
date. 

The former prime minister’s party list, 
Lazarenko’s Bloc, was registered on Dec. 27, 
but the commission at that time also refused 
to register Lazarenko himself as a candidate. 
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Hladyshevsky - Jacuta - 


People You Know and Trust - 
Leadership You Can Respect! 


~ Liberal 


JIM JACUTA — 
Edmonton Leduc 
Campaign Office: Ermineskin Mall 
3018 — 106 Street, Edmonton 
Telephone: 780-408-2440 
Email: jimjacuta @ yahoo.ca 
www.liberalalberta.ca 


ANDY HLADYSHEVSKY — 
Edmonton Strathcona 
Campaign Office: 

10416 — 81 Avenue, Edmonton 
Telephone: 780-442-4626 
Email: andystrathcona @telus.net 
www.andystrathcona.ca 


NICOLE MARTEL (nee Shymko) — 


Edmonton East 
Campaign Office: 


11951 - 82 Street, Edmonton 
Telephone: 780-424-4007 
Email: nicole @nicolemartel.ca 
www.nicolemartel.ca 


COMMUNITY VOICES — BUILDING THE FUTURE - MAKING IT HAPPEN! 


Advancing Issues Important to Our Ukrainian Canadian Community: 


— Supporting amendments to the Citizenship Act to eliminate any unfair procedures in the area of 
deportation and denaturalization 

— Supporting new legislation to STOP Human Trafficking 

— Supporting an enhanced immigration section at the Canadian Embassy in Ukraine 

— Supporting the creation of a Ukrainian Consulate in Edmonton 

— Supporting continued funding of cultural organizations in our community 

— Supporting federal funding to open the proposed new 
Ukrainian Canadian Archives & Museum of Alberta (UCAMA) 

— Supporting the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and its many projects in Ukraine 

— Supporting the Canada Corps and the Canadian Election Observer Mission for the Ukrainian 
Parliamentary Elections in March 2006 

— Supporting funding for Radio Canada International (RCI) and other broadcasting activity in Ukrainian 

— Supporting the Acknowledgement, Commemoration, and Education (ACE) program of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Internment operations 

— Supporting efforts to expand new business and trade opportunities with Ukraine 


WANT RESULTS? 


Голосуйте 
за нових 
кандидатів - 
Ваш голос 
Едмонтону 


For more information 
please see: 
www.liberalalberta.ca 


Liberal 
www.liberal.ca 
Authorized by the Official Agents for 


Andy Hladyshevsky, 
Jim Jacuta, and Nicole Martel 


Support Edmonton’s Ukrainian Canadian Liberal Team 
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"Наша Україна" пропонує 
Ющенку взяти владу в свої руки 


(Українська правда) -Блок "Наша Ук- 
раїна" закликає вести пряме президентське 
правління до виборів у Верховну Раду у 
2006 році. 

Про це сказано в заяві "НУ", розповсюд-- 
женій під час прес-конференції голови 
центрального виконкому партії Миколи 
Катеринчука, 10-го січня. 

Як сказано в заяві, основною причиною 
відставки уряду Юрія Єханурова є "помста 
Кремля за принциповість у відстоюванні 
українських інтересів у газовому питанні". 
За словами представників партії, "волю 
північно-східних патронів виконували 
політичні маріонетки" - Партія регіонів, 
Блок Юлії Тимошенко, СДПУ(о), КПУ та 
Народна партія Литвина. 

"Це голосування стало днем народження 
нового політичного союзу тих, хто підтри- 
мував антинародний режим Кучми-Яну-- 
ковича, Ta тих, хто декларував свою належ-- 
ність до помаранчевого табору", - сказано 
в заяві. 

Коментуючи ситуацію з відставкою уря-- 
ду, Катеринчук сказав, що цей день можна 


порівняти з відставкою Віктора Ющенка з 
посади прем'єр-міністра у 2001 році, бо 
підстав для неї не було. 

За його словами, згідно зі статтею 83 
Конституції, Рада не має права формувати 
уряддо виборів. Крім того, за його словами, 
при голосуванні за відставку уряду були 
допущені серйозні порушення процедури. 

"Тому відставлений уряд Єханурова буде 
виконувати свої обов'язки", - сказав Кате-- 
ринчук, зазначивши, що відтепер прем'єр 
не зможе вирішувати кадрові питання, 
"тобто вся система цементується". 

Катеринчук також сказав, що президент 
Віктор Ющенко має "звернутися до гро- 
мадськості і в прямому ефірі у присутності 
голови Верховного суду привести до при- 
сяги суддів Конституційного суду, приз- 
начених президентом та З'їздом суддів." 

"Президент в умовах відсутності Кон- 
ституційного суду, який зобов'язаний 
вирішити питання конституційності дій 
державних органів, має зробити все, щоб 
цей орган був створений", - сказав Ка- 
теринчук. 


Австрія може створити в Україні 
центр для біженців 


(ForUm)—Ascrpia планує за час свого 
головування в керівних органах ЄС ство- 
рити спеціальні центри для біженців в 
Африці 1, можливо, в Україні. Про це за- 
явила австрійський міністр внутрішніх 
справ Лізе Прокоп в інтерв'ю газеті «Ky— 
pip», 9-го січня. 

«В Африці 1, можливо, в Україні під час 
нашого головування в ЄС будуть побу- 
довані центри щодо опіки біженців», - ска- 
зала вона. Питання з біженцями вимагає 


комплексного вирішення. «Щоб вирішити 
проблему, треба мати поетапний план: до-- 
помогу в розвитку і створення центрів для 
біженців», - підкреслила міністр, передає 
РІА «Новини». 

Вона також закликала Туреччину підпи-- 
сати з ЄС угоду про повернення неле-- 
гальних іммігрантів. На її думку, це також 
цілком може здійснитися під час голо- 
вування Австрії в ЄС. 
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Цього року Україна виведе 
миротворців з Лівану 


(ForUm)—B січні-березні цього року 
українські миротворці будуть виведені з 
Лівану. Як повідомили в Управлінні прес- 
служби Міністерства оборони України, про 
це сказано в Директиві про проведення у 
2006 році ротацій національних миротвор-- 
чих контингентів, підписаній міністром 
оборони України Анатолієм Гриценком. 

Як наголошується в Директиві, в січні- 
березні цього року, після надходження від 
Секретаріату ООН повідомлення про ocra— 
точний термін заміни 3-го окремого інже-- 
нерного батальйону Збройних сил України, 
планується здійснити його виведення зі 
складу Тимчасових Сил ООН в Південному 
Лівані. 

Крім того, документом визначено, що 
ротація 56-го окремого вертолітного за- 
гону Збройних сил України, який виконує 
завдання Місії ООН в Ліберії, буде про- 
ведена двічі - в період з 15 квітня по 15 
травня і з 15 жовтня по 15 листопада, а 
ротація національної складової спільного 
українсько-польського батальйону «Укр-- 
Полбат» багатонаціональної бригади «East 
сил» КФОР в Косово - один раз, в період з 
17 липня по 17 серпня. 

Директива також чітко визначає порядок 
і умови призначення військовослужбовців 
до складу українських миротворчих KOH— 
тингентів. Так, відбір 1 призначення на 
посади рядового, сержантського i стар- 
шинського складу миротворчих підрозділів 
здійснюватиметься з числа військовослуж-- 
бовців за контрактом. При цьому перевага 
надаватиметься військовослужбовцям час-- 
тин і з'єднань Об'єднаних сил швидкого 
реагування, аеромобільних військ і військ 
спеціального призначення. Зокрема націо-- 
нальний складник «УкрПолбату» тепер 
комплектуватиметься на базі 30-ї окремої 
механізованої бригади, яка входить до 
складу ОСБР і бере участь в експерименті 
із 100% комплектування військовослуж-- 


бовцями за контрактом, повідомляє 
«УНІАН». 

Міністр оборони України категорично 
заборонив призначати двічі на одну й ту ж 
керівну посаду, а також на посади, пов'язані 
з розподілом матеріальних цінностей, осіб, 
які уже проходили службу в даному 
миротворчому контингенті. 

Кандидатури на посади від командира 
роти і вище, а також начальників служб 
миротворчих контингентів обов'язково 
розглядатиме атестаційна комісія Коман- 
дування Сухопутних військ Збройних сил 
України, а кандидатури на посади коман-- 
дирів і заступників командирів континген-- 
тів розглядатиме Вища атестаційна комісія 
Міністерства оборони України. 

Директивою також визначено проведен-- 
ня інспекційних перевірок миротворчих 
контингентів протягом періоду їх діяль- 
ності в країнах перебування. 


Злочинці продавали 
українок в 
сексуальне рабство 


(ForUm)—B м. Єнакієве Донецької об-- 
ласті внаслідок вжитих оперативно-роз-- 
шукових заходів затримано 37-річну 
громадянку Російської Федерації 1 двоє Mic— 
цевих мешканок 25 1 22 років. 

Про це повідомили в Департаменті у 
зв'язках з громадськістю МВС України, 
передає «УНІАН». 

Заздалегідь встановлено, що вони протя- 
гом двох останніх років під приводом 
працевлаштування вивезли до Турецької 
Республіки 9 мешканок згаданого міста, де 
продали їх сутенерам для сексуальної 
експлуатації. Потерпілих повернено на 
батьківщину. 
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Cossack Cowboys ride Alberta steppes| Gongadze trial adj ours 


By: Jars Balan 

(CIUS)—Edmonton was the site of a recent schol- 
arly gathering that provided a distinctly Ukrainian per- 
spective on Alberta’s multicultural heritage. Titled 
“Cossack Cowboys: The Ukrainian Experience in 
Alberta,” the conference took place Nov. 17-19, 2005, 
at the University of Alberta and featured some two 
dozen presentations on widely-ranging historical and 
contemporary themes. More than 60 scholars, gradu- 
ate students and members of the general public took 
part in activities comprised of lectures, book launches 
and video screenings, all of which were dedicated to 
marking the 100" anniversary of Canada’s westernmost 
prairie province in a cerebral but celebratory way. 

The event was a collaborative effort sponsored and 
organized by the Ukrainian Canadian Programme of 
the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies in coop- 
eration with Ukrainian Pioneers’ Association of Alberta 
and the Canadian Centre for Ukrainian Culture and 
Ethnography at the University of Alberta. The confer- 
ence opened with a book launch for The Honourable 
Member for Vegreville: The Memoirs and Diary of 
Anthony Hlynka and a soon-to-be published critical 
study called Leaving Shadows: Literature in English 
by Canada’s Ukrainians, authored by St. Paul native, 
Dr. Lisa Grekul. The festive evening took place at the 
Ukrainian Canadian Archives and Museum, and also 
included a talk on UCAMA’s heritage resources and 
plans to build a new facility in downtown Edmonton. 

Formal academic sessions began on Friday Nov. 18 
with a presentation on a major oral history project be- 
ing conducted in Western Canada by the Ukrainian 
Folklore Centre and the Huculak Chair of Ukrainian 
Culture and Ethnography. Other papers delivered over 
the course of day dealt with literary and folkloric sub- 
jects, and there was a panel showcasing some of the 
contextual research being done for three buildings that 
have been moved to the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Village for restoration. Among the highlights was a 
paper on Edmonton’s historic Ukrainian landmarks, and 
a biographical sketch of the first Ukrainian to reside in 
Alberta’s future provincial capital. The day’s agenda 
concluded with a screening of “Martha Bielish: Giving 
Rural Women a Voice,” a documentary from the new 
Canadian Learning Channel series, “Mother Tongue.” 


Dr. Frances Swyripa speaking about Edmonton’s 
Ukrainian landmarks. 


That same evening, another book launch was held 
for The Politics of Multiculturalism: A Ukrainian-Ca- 
nadian Memoir, by Dr. Manoly Lupul. The founding 
director of the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Stud- 
ies, who grew up in Willingdon, Alberta, spoke about 
the writing of his memoirs and autographed copies of 
the just-released book, now available through CIUS 
Press. The venue for the launch, Rutherford House his- 
toric site — the home of Alberta’s first premier — was 
an appropriate setting for the first public unveiling of 
Dr. Lupul’s insider’s account of the Ukrainian 
community’s role in promoting multiculturalism in 
Canada. 

Scholarly sessions resumed on Saturday morning at 
Alumni House on the U of Acampus. Among the more 
unusual presentations were two talks that explored the 
significance and symbolism of the famed Vegreville 
Pysanka, and the fascinating story of Swedish immi- 


grants from a village in southern Ukraine who settled’ 


in the Canadian West in the late 19" and early 20" 
centuries. The final day of the conference offered three 
different talks on Alberta Ukrainian church history and 
one on the Labour-Farm Temple Association. Ukrai- 
nian dance was the subject of yet another presenta- 
tion, while the proceedings ended with a screening of 
excerpts from “Journey of Hope: The Ukrainian Catho- 
lic Church in Alberta,’ by the Edmonton filmmaker, 
Harvey Spak. 


Canadians are e working nore one harde But they are burdened - 
with high taxes, growing rates of crime anda Liberal gove ment 
that is out-of-step with the values of workin families. : 


A new Conservative government will: 
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Cut the $975 Right of Landing Fee, that Paul Martin had imposed on you, and help immigrants 

and their families by recognizing their credentials. 
e Crack down on gang and gun violence & build better and safer communities for all of us. 
» Give a tax credit to all parents that register their children in athletic activities. 
e Secure the hard earned gains of our seniors. 


Stand up for Canada. 
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(RFE/RL) —The trial of three suspects accused of involvement in the 
2000 murder of Ukrainian reporter Heorhiy Gongadze was, on Jan. 9, 
adjourned until Jan. 23. 

Kyiv Appeals Court Judge Iryna Grygoryeva announced the decision 
after one of the defendants — former Interior Ministry officer Mykola 
Protasov — reportedly felt faint in the courtroom. Protasoy and his two 
co-defendants — Valeriy Kostenko and Oleksandr Popovych — face mur- 
der charges. 

Relatives of the slain journalist and their lawyers said they were “sur- 
prised” by the court’s decision to adjourn the trial for so long. 

Gongadze’s mother Lesya has refused to attend the hearings, saying she 
no longer has faith in Ukrainian justice. At an earlier court session in De- 
cember, the judicial panel turned down her request to have an additional 
probe help find those who orchestrated her son’s killing. 

Gongadze’s widow Myroslava, who now lives in the United States, is 
attending the proceedings. Addressing reporters outside the courtroom, 
she said those truly responsible for her husband’s killing are still on the 
loose. 

“The next step will be when the organizers of this crime will be brought 
to justice,” she said. “They are known, and they must be punished as well 
as the people sitting in the dock today.” 

“T don’t think this [trial] is enough, because these [three] people had no 
personal motives for killing Heorhiy,” Gongadze said. “They were carry- 
ing out a criminal order. They had the option of not carrying it out. They 
could have saved their honor and they could have refused to follow the 
order, but they killed Heorhiy and they must be punished. The next step 
will be when the organizers of this crime are brought to justice. Their 
identities are known and they must be punished along with the people 
sitting in the dock today.” 

In comments made later to RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, Myroslava 
Gongadze accused former Interior Ministry Oleksiy Pukach of being one 
of the main organizers behind her husband’s killing. 

“Pukach directly issued orders,” she said. “Pukach took a direct part in 
this assassination. So far, nothing has been said [in court] about those who 
ordered the killing, and we intend to invite many witnesses who will be 
able to shed a lot of light on this case, even in this court session.” 

Pukach is wanted in Ukraine, but remains at large. His whereabouts are 
unknown. 

Many in Ukraine suspect former President Leonid Kuchma and other 
top state officials of orchestrating the murder of Gongadze, who wrote 
about high-level corruption. Kuchma denies the accusations. 

Current President Viktor Yushchenko, who took over from Kuchma fol- 
lowing the 2004-2005 Orange Revolution, has publicly vowed to resolve 
the Gongadze case, calling it a ргіогісу І 
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Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 
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UCSS - anon-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 
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Колишній посол США вбачає у 
гострій політичній конкуренції 
ознаки "здорової демократії"? 


Сергій Куделя, Радіо Свобода 

Колишній посол США в Україні Вільям Міллер 
вважає головною причиною розколу "помаранчевої 
коаліції" фундаментальну різницю в ідеологічних 
поглядах її лідерів. Він відзначив, що минулий рік 
виявив відсутність згоди між Віктором Ющенко та 
Юлією Тимошенко щодо ключових питань дер- 
жавної політики, особливо в економіці. Зокрема, він 
відзначив відмінності у їхньому ставленні до репри-- 
ватизації, втручання держави в економіку та роз- 
слідування злочинів попереднього режиму. Свої 
враження від першого року президенства Віктора 
Ющенка посол Міллер розповів у виступі в Інституті 
Кеннана у Вашингтоні. 

За останній рік Вільям Міллер тричі був в Україні. 
Він каже, що під час своїх поїздок він намагався 
оцінити ймовірність єднання помаранчевих сил на 
парламентських виборах. Посол Міллер зізнається, 
що під час спілкування 13 провідними політиками він 
був глибоко розчаровний ненавистю у відносинах 
колишніх союзників, та втратою Віктором Ющенко 
лідерських позицій. Він також вказав на відсутність 
прогресу у діяльності влади щодо низки ключових 
питань. 

Прожовжує Вільям Міллер: 

"Спроби побороти корупцію були зупинені, знач-- 
ною мірою через колишнього генпрокурора Свято-- 
слава Піскуна. Справа Гонгадзе досі до кінця не 
розв'язана. І все ще зберігаються підозри щодо 
корупції у вищих ешелонах влади. Не зважаючи на 
урочисту демонстрацію єдності на Майдані 22 
листопада. під час святкування річниці революції, 
було очевидно, що її ключові лідери не знаходят 
спільної мови, ставлячи під сумнів повноваження 
один одного, 1 водночас декларувючи відданість 


революційним принципам." 

Водночас, на думку посла Міллер, конкуренція 
серед українських політиків та гостре політичне 
протистояння є ознаками здорової демократичної 
системи. Він особливо схвально оцінив той факт, 
що в Україні існують відкрите обговорення ти пуб-- 
лічні дискусії у ЗМІ щодо питань державної полі- 
тики. Водночас, Міллер наголосив, що різні полі- 
тичні сили повинні погодитися на компроміси, аби 
дійти згоди щодо напрямку подальшого розвитку 
України. Він вважає позитивним ліквідацією в 
Україні партії влади, яка б маніпулювала політич-- 
ними процесами. Це робить неможливим насиль- 
ницький диктат з боку однієї політичної сили. 

Під час обговорення, багато запитань до Вільяма 
Міллера стосувалися впливу на полтиічну ситуацію 
в Україні газової угоди між Москвою та Києвом. 
Зокрема, директор Інституту Кенна Блеєр Рабл 
відзначив, що газова домвленність можа стати 
повортною для нової владної команди, яка вже до 
цього була обвинувачена у корупції. Рабл порівняв 
газову угоду із тіньовою схемою, в якій зали- 
шаються невідомим, хто отримує гроші і хто несе 
відповідальність. Таким чином вона ставить під 
сумнів моральні зобов'язання українського керів - 
ництва. Посол Вільям Міллер погодився, що нові 
умови постачання газу 1 для нього залишаються 
незрозумілими. На його думку, українське керів- 
ництво повинно було використати гарантії, надані 
Сполученими Штатами у 94 році, щодо захисту від 
економічного тиску з боку Росії. Посол Міллер 
сподівається, що майбутні парламентські слухання 
роз'яснять ситуацію навколо останніх російсько- 
українських газових домовленостей. 


Рейтинг України не підвищать, якщо 


політики й далі будуть сваритися 


(Українська правда/Інтерфакс-Україна)- -Готов-- 
ність міжнародного рейтингового агентства Fitch 
Ratings підвищити суверенний рейтинг України 
залежить від розвитку політичної ситуації. 

Про це йдеться в заяві Fitch Ratings, розповсюд-- 
женій 10-го січня. 

Рейтинг також буде залежати від того, наскільки 
адекватно управління макроекономікою буде peary— 
вати на ці зміни й інші потрясіння, а також від реаль- 
ного прогресу в здійсненні структурних реформ. 

Агентство нагадує, що рейтинги дефолту України 
в іноземній 1 національній валютах знаходяться на 
рівні "ВВ-", прогноз за рейтингами - "Позитивний". 
Fitch відзначає, що економіка України знаходиться 
в складному становищі 1 торік було відзначене різке 
уповільнення темпів росту ВВП: після появи перших 
ознак поліпшення ситуації в економіці восени 
минулого року, у листопаді реальний ВВІЇ скоро- 
тився на 2,790 у порівнянні з аналогічним періодом 
минулого року, у результаті чого темпи росту за 
підсумками 11 місяців 2005 року склали всього 
2,290. 

"Незважаючи на несприятливі економічні перс- 
пективи, рейтинги дефолту України як і раніше під- 


тримуються низьким рівнем загального державного 
боргу країни і чистої зовнішньої заборгованості - 
значно нижче, ніж у порівнюваних країн, що мають 
рейтинги", - йдеться в повідомленні. 

Крім того, стверджує агентство, підтримуючим 
фактором з зовнішніх позицій країни на корот-- 
кострокову перспективу є державні валютні резерви 
в розмірі 519 млрд. 

На думку його експертів, імовірність створення 
після виборів до Верховної Ради єдиного і сильного 
уряду, здатного вирішувати ключові політичні 
задачі, на даний момент залежить від реакції 
ключових політичних фігур на політичні суперечки 
всередині країни торік, а також на зовнішньо-- 
політичний тиск, що виник у результаті нинішньої 
суперечки з Росією. 

"Навіть за наявності сильного уряду інститу-- 
ціональні недоліки й опозиція з боку впливових 
фінансово-промислових кіл стануть факторами, що 
стримують швидкий прогрес", - відзначає Fitch. 

Коментуючи підвищення цін на газ, агентство 
вказує на необхідність проведення значною части-- 
ною промислових підприємств "швидких і хворо- 
бливих перетворень". 


На Прикарпатті розроблятимуть нові газові родовища 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

На Прикарпатті розроблятимуть нові газові po— 
довища й активніше впроваджуватимуть енерго- 
зберігальні технології на підприємствах. У планах 
обласної влади вже цього року освоїти кілька газо-- 
вих свердловин, які в минулому вважались 
неперспективними. 

На Прикарпатті впродовж минулих десятиліть 
геологорозвідувальними партіями було відкрито 
майже дві тисячі нафтогазових родовищ. Зараз 
обласна держадміністрація розпочинає повну 
інвентаризацію таких родовищ, які розташовані на 
території Івано-Франківщини. Адже в активній 
експлуатації зараз перебуває близько 700 сверд- 
ловин. Законсервованими або ж ліквідованими є 
близько 500 нафтогазових свердловин. 

Практично всі вони були відкриті й досліджені ще 
за часів Радянського Союзу. Однак у той час, коли 
країна мала надмір енергетичних ресурсів, кар- 
патські родовища оцінювались як неперспективні. 
Зараз унаслідок газової війни з Росією ставлення 
до розробки таких родовищ змінилось кардинальним 
чином. Влада однозначно стверджує, що більшість 


з них розроблятимуть вже цього року. На цьому, 
зокрема, наголошує перший заступник голови 
обласної держадміністрації Андрій Романчук: 

“Mu беремся зараз за вивчення і розробку цих 
свердловин, хоча на сьогоднішній день область 
видобуває 350 мільйонів метрів кубічних гаку в рік. 
Це забезпечує потреби області на три місяці вперед". 

Обласна держадміністрація також розробила план 
впровадження енергозберігальних технологій на 
підприємствах області. Такі вимоги будуть доведені 
до відома всіх найбільших промислових споживачів 
газу в регіоні. На місцевих підприємствах також 
планують розпочати виготовлення обладнання, яке 
має високий коефіцієнт корисної дії 1 відповідно є 
менше енергозатратним. З цього приводу Андрій 
Романчук зауважив: 

“Y 2006 році буде зовсім новий підхід до енерго- 
збереження. Ми плануємо поставити завдання 
нашим підприємствам, для того щоб вони розпочали 
виготовляти, для прикладу, опалювальні котли, які 
матимуть високий коефіцієнт корисної дії 1 працю- 
ватимуть на твердому паливі". 
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Azovmash 
to defeat 


(FIBA)—Privatbank EKA AEL Lemesos remain 
rooted to the bottom of Group L in Round II of the 
EuroCup after suffering a 70-64 reverse at Ukrainian 
giants Azovmash Mariupol, their third defeat in three 
games, Jan. 10. 

Lemesos trailed 19-16 after the first quarter but a 
run of nine unanswered points in the second period saw 
them establish a 25-19 lead. 

At that stage it looked promising for the Cypriot side 
but Azovmash hit back and managed to turn that defi- 
cit into a three-point lead at half-time, going into the 
break 36-33 ahead. 

Kenan Bajramovic then took the game by the scruff 
of the neck at the start of the third period, scoring a 
three-pointer and two free throws in quick succession 
to extend Azovmash’s advantage. 

Azovmash rode that momentum throughout the third 
period and boasted a 57-50 lead with under eight min- 
utes left in the final quarter. 

But Lemesos refused to give up and managed to haul 
their opponents in before re-taking the lead on Rolandas 
Jarutis’ three successful free throws. 

Those points, which were happily snapped up by 
Jarutis after Oleksandr Skutyelnik had committed a per- 
sonal shooting foul, helped put Lemesos 62-60 ahead 
with just over three minutes left. 

However, the visitors could only contribute two more 
points in the remaining time and Azovmash, with 
Miroslav Вегіс and Khalid El-Amin both downing 
three-pointers, took advantage to secure their second 
win in three matches. 

Bajramovic led all scorers with 16 points while five 
other Azovmash players scored in double figures. 

In contrast, Lemesos had only three players make 


come back 


Lemesos 


| PHOTO — FIBA 
Serhiy Lishchuk of Azoymash goes after the ball. 


double-digits in scoring, with Polish forward Michal 
Hlebowicki pacing his side with 15 points and five re- 
bounds. 


Hess buzzer-beater gives Nymburk 
thrilling comeback victory over Kyiv 


(FIBA)— Adam Hess buried a three-pointer at the 
buzzer as CEZ Nymburk kept their dreams of reaching 
the final eight of the EuroCup alive with a thrilling 
come-from-behind 87-84 victory against BC Kyiv on 
Jan. 10. 

Hess’s long bomb completed a 23-4 run over the fi- 
nal 4:30 as the Czech side notched their first win in 
three games in Group I. 

Kyiv have now lost two straight after beating the de- 
fending champions Dynamo St Petersburg in the first 
game of the group. 

Hess led all scorers with 23 points while Radoslav 
Rancik chipped in 19 points — 11 in the fourth — and 
Maurice Whitfield collected 11 points and 10 assists. 

Goran Nikolic’s 18 points paced the Ukrainians, who 
had five players score in double figures. 

Kyiv opened with a 7-0 lead on the road and were up 
19-11 midway through the first. But Hess drained three- 
pointers on three straight trips down the court to give 
Nymburk a 24-21 lead. 

Kyiv led 29-28 after 10 minutes but couldn’t handle 
Hess, who scored 16 points in the first period. 

Hess went scoreless in the second and Kyiv led 46- 


42 going into the locker room. 

The Ukrainians proved too strong in the third as three- 
pointers by Dragan Lukovski and Guilherme 
Giovannoni and LaMarr Greer pushed the lead to 69- 
55 with just over two minutes in the third. Charles 
Mandic’s three-pointer made it 69-58 going into the 
final period. 

Two Nikolic free throws made the lead 16 points, 
76-60 with seven minutes left. And Kresimir Loncar’s 
jumper with 4:30 remaining gave Kyiv an 80-64 lead. 

But Loncar was called for an unsportsmanlike foul 
and Rancik hit two free throws and then a three-pointer 
on the ensuing possession to shift the momentum.O 

Nikolic hit from downtown to make it 83-73 with 
2:43 left and Dusan Kecman’s free throw with 1:36 
meant an 84-77 lead. 

But Rancik hit two free throws and Stanislav 
Votroubek came off the bench to drain a three-pointer 
— his only shot of the game — to make it 84-82 witha 
minute left. 

Rancik tied it with a jumper with 38 seconds left and 
stole the ball from Lukovski with 14 seconds remain- 
ing to set up Hess’s heroics. 


Lastuvka blow opens door for Shust 


(UEFA)—FC Shakhtar Donetsk could field 19-year- 
old recruit Bohdan Shust in next month’s UEFA Cup 
Round of 32 tie against LOSC Lille Métropole after 
regular Nol Jan Lastuvka underwent groin surgery. 

Shakhtar coach Mircea Lucescu said of Lastuvka: 
“He’s had an operation as he felt this was the best way 
to overcome what is an old problem. He’ll remain my 
first choice when he returns after around six weeks 
out.” The Czech custodian’s injury means Ukraine 
Under-21 goalkeeper Shust, signed Jan. 9 for €1m 
from FC Karpaty Lviv, “will have a chance to prove 
himself” as he competes with Dmytro Shutkoy, 33, 
for a starting slot. 

“Shust is a promising young keeper with a fine repu- 
tation,’ added Prokopenko. Karpaty are second in the 


Ukrainian first division, but Shust’s form has helped 
them to the Ukrainian Cup semi-finals where they will 
take on FC Dynamo Kyiv. 

Born on March 4, 1986, Shust has made 20 league 
appearances in three seasons at Karpaty, and has seen 
plenty of action for Ukraine, featuring in the semi- 
finals of the 2004 UEFA European U19 Champion- 
ship and in the squad that reached the finals of the 
2006 UEFA European U21 Championship. 

With the Ukrainian league on its winter break until 
March 5, Shakhtar have no competitive matches be- 
fore they take on Lille in France on Feb. 15. 

The return is scheduled for the following week in 
Donetsk, with the winners advancing to meet either 
FC Lokomotiv Moskva or Sevilla FC. 
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БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ; 


questions than answers 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)—On Jan. 4, after all-night negotiations in 
Moscow, Russia’s Gazprom and Naftohaz Ukrainy signed five-year agree- 
ments on the supply of Russian and Turkmen gas to Ukraine and transit of 
Russian gas via Ukraine to European countries. Literally overnight, the 
agreements bring a truce to the spiraling dispute. The officials in charge 
of the negotiations on either side are expressing full satisfaction with the 
result. However, the agreements’ official presentations in Moscow and 
Kyiv seem to raise more questions than they provide answers. 

RosUkrEnergo, a Swiss-registered offshoot of Gazprom, is slated for a 
pivotal role to implement these agreements as middleman. During 2002- 
2005, many in Ukraine criticized RosUkrEnergo and its immediate prede- 
cessor, EuralTransGas, for lack of transparency and their role in Kuchma- 
era “gas supply schemes.” 

In a little-noted aspect of the Moscow agreements, RosUkrEnergo and 
Naftohaz Ukrainy are to form a joint venture by Feb. 1 to sell gas on 
Ukraine’s internal markets. Ukrainian Prime Minister Yurty Yekhanurov 
hinted at this in one of his several statements on Jan. 4, and Gazprom 
spokesman Sergei Kupryanov stated it outright. If this goes ahead, it would 
cut into Ukraine’s revenue and constrain its ability to diversify supply 
sources. 

Under the agreements just signed, Gazprom will sell 25 billion cubic 
meters of Russian gas to RosUkrEnergo, for resale to Ukraine at a price of 
$230 per 1,000 cubic meters (clearly an overvaluation). In addition, 
Gazprom’s subsidiary Gazexport and Turkmenistan’s Nebitneftegaz will 
sell 35 billion cubic meters of Turkmen and other Central Asian gas to the 
same RosUkrEnergo, also for resale to Ukraine at a price of $50 to $60 
per 1,000 cubic meters. RosUkrEnergo will merge these two flows gas of 
gas and sell the aggregate to Ukraine for $95 per 1,000 cubic meters at the 
Ukrainian border. 

In the Jan. 4 narrative of Russian and Ukrainian officials, the $95 price 
is made possible by combining high-priced Russian with low-priced 
Turkmen/Central Asian gas. The arithmetic does not seem to fall into place, 
however, and will require elucidation in the days ahead. Yekhanurov, 
Naftohaz chairman Oleksiy Ivchenko, and other Ukrainian officials take 
the position that such calculations are the affair of RosUkrEnergo, and the 
latter’s non-transparent structure is also not for Ukraine to judge. These 
officials’ expedient position will be open to internal political and media 
scrutiny in Ukraine. 

In another little-noticed aspect of the agreements, Ukraine’s transit fee 
for Russian gas en route to Europe is set at $1.6 per 1,000 cubic meters per 
100 kilometers of Ukrainian pipelines. It is a particularly low rate by Eu- 
ropean and even neighborhood standards (Ukraine’s neighbor Moldova, 
for example, charges $2.5 for the transit of 1,000 cubic meters of Russian 
gas en route to the Balkans per 100 kilometers of Moldovan pipelines). 

All payments for gas supplied and transit services are to be made in 
cash. Thus, barter transactions come to an end; to this extent, market prac- 
tices triumph. However, the monetary valuation of gas purchased and re- 
sold does not seem to obey market forces only. 

In the most extensive briefing he offered, Yekhanurov listed the follow- 
ing benefits to Ukraine from the Moscow agreements: Ukraine has been 
proven to be a reliable partner to both Europe and Russia for transiting 
gas from the producer country to consumer countries; Ukraine has dem- 
onstrated that it does not “steal” gas from transit pipelines; the “terrible 
information wave that was invading our space” has ended; the agreements 
will spur Ukraine to conserve energy and develop alternatives to gas. 

The benefits are largely collateral, and two of the successes listed seem 
questionable in any case. The main collateral benefit to Ukraine in the 
wake of these agreements must be serious discussion about reducing, in- 
stead of cementing, Ukraine’s dependence on Russian and Russian-tran- 
sited gas. 


Mittal Steel to cut gas 
consumption at 
Kryvorizhstal 


(India Daily) —Global steel giant Mittal Steel owned by NRI billionaire 
Laxmi Mittal is to cut consumption of natural gas at its Ukrainian steel 
plant following steep hike in gas price by Russia. Mittal had acquired 93 
percent equity in Ukraine’s biggest ‘’Kryvorizhstal” steel plant in Octo- 
ee through its German subsidiary in a US$4.8 billion re-privatisation 

eal. 

According to a corporate release Mittal Steel has said that it would cut 
the use of natural gas at its Ukrainian facility and compensate it with cheap 
coal imported from China and Australia for its energy needs. 

Under the deal signed on Jan. 4 between Russia’s natural gas monopoly 
Gazprom and Ukrainian Naftogaz the ‘’cocktail”’ of cheap Central Asian 
and Russian natural gas would be priced at USD 95 per thousand cubic 
metres, double the price when Mittal had acquired ‘’Kryvorizhstal”’. 

At the height of the gas war with Kyiv in the last week of December, in 
an obvious reference to Mittal President Vladimir Putin, had on the record 
declared that Moscow “will not subsidise Indian business” in Ukraine. 

Down-to-earth prices of Russian natural gas in Ukraine’s domestic 
market were one of the decisive factors for the steel mill’s acquisition by 
Mittal, local media here believes. 
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Gas truce provides more | Russian-Ukrainian eas war — 
monumental Russian mistake 


By Anders Aslund, 
Senior Fellow, Institute for International Economics, 
The Action Ukraine Report, Jan. 5, 2006 

Early on Jan. 4, Gazprom and Ukrainian gas offi- 
cials reached an agreement on gas deliveries to Ukraine 
in Moscow. This was in many ways an excellent agree- 
ment, but most of all so for Ukraine. 

First, it is a five-year agreement lasting till the end 
of 2009, which means that stable conditions for gas 
deliveries should have been accomplished. Amazingly, 
Russia is offering Ukraine five years of stable natural 
gas prices at a time of rising gas prices and increased 
gas scarcity, while most countries face annual price 
revisions. 

Second, a consortium is being set up that involves 
gas deliveries from four producers, Russia and 
Turkmenistan, but also Kazakhstan (whose production 
of associate gas is rising fast) and Uzbekistan (a mar- 
ginal exporter), and at least one consumer, Ukraine. To 
Ukraine, this means that it obtains access to gas also 
from Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. It appears as if Rus- 
sia is reinforcing its control over gas deliveries from 
Central Asia. The formation of such a consortium, 
though not concluded, should stabilize gas trade rela- 
tions. 

Third, the price agreed — US$95 per 1,000 cubic 
meters (mcm) seems perfectly sensible. It is almost 
twice what Ukraine paid last year, but less than the $110 
per mem that Georgia and Armenia are to pay, and the 
Baltics are supposed to pay slightly more, and far from 
the $230 per mem that Gazprom originally demanded. 
The Russian claim that Gazprom would be paid $230 
per mem seems nothing but a face-saving devise. Pos- 
sibly, the portion of Russian gas delivered to Ukraine 
will decline so much that this becomes true. 

Fourth, the transit fee situation is improving consid- 
erably. Ukraine will now be paid its transit fee in cash 
from Gazprom rather than through barter. The transit 
fee through Ukraine rises from $1.09 per 1 mem and 
100 km to $1.60, which is a more reasonable though 
somewhat low price. 

In addition, Ukraine will buy all gas from Russia and 
Central Asia at the Russian-Ukrainian border, while it 
previously bought gas on the Russian-Turkmenistan 
border being compelled to haggle over the transit fee 
with Gazprom. Therefore, Ukraine is not likely to ac- 
tually pay more for the Central Asian gas than the $44 
per mem it paid last year, though it is said to pay $65 
per mcm this year. 

The only really disturbing element is that the enter- 
prise Rosukrenergo will be in charge of the gas deliv- 
eries to Ukraine: It is a joint venture between Gazprom 
and a legal entity under the auspices of Raiffeisen Bank, 
which took over two years ago from Euraltransgaz, 
which took over in 2001 from Itera. 

These companies appear to have been created only 
to skim off profits from Gazprom. Hermitage Fund as- 
sesses that the unjustified profit of the Raiffeisen en- 
tity is $500 million a year. 

The US government alleges that the partners of this 
entity are the organized criminal Semen Mogilevich 
(Ukrainian Jew who lives in Moscow), former Naftohaz 
Ukraina chairman Boiko and top people in the Krem- 
lin. Prime Minister Yekhanurov emphasized that Rus- 
sia insisted on Rosukrenergo’s involvement and that 
the Ukrainian government was not involved in it. 

The economic outcome is relatively easy to calcu- 
late. If Ukraine will import 60 bem of natural gas this 
year, it would have to pay $5.7 bn to compare with 
$2.9 bn for 62 bem last year, that is, an increase of $2.8 
bn. However, from this we need to deduct an increase 
transit income of Ukraine of $500 million and decreased 


transit costs for Turkmen gas of about $800 million, 
which leaves us with a net increase of $1.5 bn or barely 
2 percent of Ukraine’s GDP. Given how energy prices 
have risen around the world, this appears a very good 
deal indeed for Ukraine, and the question arises whether 
Russia will really stick to this settlement. 

Two industries in Ukraine will be hit by the higher 
gas prices, the chemical industry (especially mineral 
fertilizers) and the steel industry, which are very de- 
pendent on gas and in direct competition with Russian 
industries that only pay $35 per mcm for gas. 

For Russia, the whole gas conflict appears a monu- 
mental mistake for at least six different reasons. 

First, market economic arguments, but the massive 
price discrimination ranging from $47 per mcm for 
Belarus to $250 per mem for Western Europe makes 
clear that the conflict is really political. 

Second, for long the Kremlin has made clear that its 
main objective has been to influence the Ukrainian 
parliamentary elections on March 26 to the benefit of 
Yanukovich’s party the Regions. This is bound to back- 
fire to the benefit of Yushchenko and Yekhanurov. Once 
again, the Kremlin is running Yushchenko’s election 
campaign for him. 

Third, Russia does not appear to have realized that it 
has a very weak position in gas negotiations with 
Ukraine. Much of Russia’s export gas is virtually worth- 
less without Ukraine’s gas pipeline, which is the only 
road to the outside world for most of the gas until 2009, 
when the St. Petersburg LBG plant and the North Eu- 
ropean pipeline to Germany are supposed to come on 
line. Gazprom is under the heel of Ukraine’s transpor- 
tation monopoly. Russia was cheated by Ukraine per- 
sistently from 1992 to 1999 but does not appear to have 
learned to appreciate its weakness. 

Fourth, legally Russia was bound by a five-year 
agreement concluded with Yanukovich in 2004, guar- 
anteeing Ukraine the price of $50 per mcm. Ukraine 
could have taken Russia to international arbitration in 
Stockholm and would no doubt have won. 

Fifth, by taking immediate and drastic action, reduc- 
ing gas supplies to much of Europe, Russia has severely 
damaged its reputation as a reliable supplier of gas that 
it has nurtured for the last four decades. Two days of 
minor disruption are evidence enough. At a time when 
much of Europe is considering the choice between Rus- 
sian gas through pipelines or LNG from anywhere this 
can potentially be highly damaging, as energy deci- 
sions tend to be more political and emotional than ra- 
tional. Especially considering that this happens at the 
very time that Russia becomes chairman of G-8, the 
damage to Russia’s international reputation is likely to 
be palpable. 

Sixth, the Kremlin’s insistence on using the non- 
transparent vehicle Rosukrenergo is likely to increas- 
ingly discredit it as people realize what it actually is. 

In short, Russia could hardly have done worse until 
the agreement today. It has appeared aggressive, unin- 
formed, reckless and foolhardy. 

For Gazprom, however, this does not look all too 
bad. It has shown that it is really interested in raising 
prices to a reasonable level to boost its profits. It has 
reached a sensible agreement pretty fast, even if it could 
have left the prices to be renegotiated each year or raised 
by some formula, which Ukraine accepted. The big 
question is how seriously two days of minor supply 
disruption will be taken by potential European custom- 
ers. 


Romania and Poland reconsider energy policies 


RFE/RL)— Two European states said on Jan. 3 they 
are looking for alternatives to Russian energy in the 
wake of the Russia-Ukraine gas crisis. 

Poland’s Prime Minister Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz 
said on Polish public radio that “we have begun talks 
with northern countries and also countries further east 
than Russia.” He did not name the countries. 

Polish officials have said supplies of Russian gas to 
Poland fell by up to 50 percent at the peak of Moscow’s 
cut-off of gas to Ukraine on Jan. 1. Poland gets its Rus- 
sian gas via a pipeline through Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, Romania said it is considering switch- 
ing back to coal and building new hydroelectric plants 
as an alternative to what it says is increasingly costly 


Russian gas. 

Prime Minister Calin Popescu Tariceanu said that 
“with the higher cost of gas and oil nowadays, it may 
be feasible to return to coal to reduce the costs of pro- 
ducing electricity and heat.” He also said old projects 
to build two large hydroelectric plants on the Danube 
River could be revived. 

Romania began paying about $280 per 1,000 cubic 
meters for Russian gas as of Jan. 1. Russian gas, via 
Ukraine, accounts for about 40 percent of Romania’s 
gas. 

Romania reported a 30 percent drop in Russian gas 
supplies yesterday before Moscow reversed its reduc- 
tion in gas supplies to Ukraine. 
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RosUkrEnergo prepares for 
public offering within 18 months| 2 drubbing in gas deal 


By Greg Walters 

(Dow Jones Newswires)—Swiss-registered gas trader 
RosUkrEnergo, the company chosen to facilitate gas 
deliveries to Ukraine in a deal with Russia, is prepar- 
ing for an initial public offering within 12 to 18 months, 
a custodian for investors in the company said Jan. 4. 

Wolfgang Putschek, a member of Raiffeisen Invest- 
ment AG’s executive board, disclosed RosUkrEnergo’s 
IPO plans on the same day that Ukraine and Russia 
agreed to bring the company into a supply deal that 
alleviated concerns about Russian gas supplies to Eu- 
rope. Press reports in July quoted the Ukrainian secu- 
rity service, the SBU, raising questions about whether 
an international organized crime group might indirectly 
control RosUkrEnergo. 

Putschek rejected the questions surrounding 
RosUkrEnergo investors, whom he represents. “Not a 
single dollar has anything to do with illegal activity,” 
Putschek said. Russian state-owned gas company OAO 
Gazprom’s (GSPBEX.RS) banking arm owns half of 
RosUkrEnergo. 

Raiffeisen Investment AG, a subsidiary of Austria’s 
Raiffeisen Zentralbank AG (RZO.YY), holds the ге- 
maining shares, through Austria-based Centragas Hold- 
ing. It acts as custodian for a group of international in- 
vestors, who are the beneficiaries, Putschek said. He 
declined to name the investors. 

Gazprombank holds its shares in RosUkrEnergo 
through a company called Arosgas Holding, Putschek 
said. 


Asked Jan. 4 if he knew the identities of 
RosUkrEnergo’s beneficiary owners, Russian Minis- 
ter Of Industry and Energy Viktor Khristenko said, “We 
know the Russian half.” As for the rest of the com- 
pany, he said, “That’s a question for the Ukrainian side.” 

Minority investors in Gazprom have charged that 
RosUkrEnergo has been able to get cheap central Asian 
gas through its contracts with Gazprom and resell that 
gas at a considerable markup in Europe. 

Gazprom spokesman Sergei Kupriyanov said 
RosUkrEnergo also sells gas to other European coun- 
tries but he declined to say to which, or how much. 
Kupriyanov also said Gazprom has no plans to sell its 
50% share of RosUkrEnergo. 

Under the supply deal between Gazprom and Ukrai- 
nian state-owned gas company Naftogaz, 
RosUkrEnergo will sell an estimated 55 billion to 60 
billion cubic meters of gas in 2006 to Ukraine at a price 
of $95 per thousand cubic meters. 

Of that gas, 17 billion cubic meters will be Russian 
gas, which RosUkrEnergo will buy at $230 per thou- 
sand cubic meters from Gazprom, Putschek said. 

RosUkrEnergo will buy the remainder mainly from 
Turkmenistan but also from Kazakhstan and 
Uzbekistan. The average price RosUkrEnergo will pay 
for that gas will be less than $95 per 1,000 cubic meters, 
Putschek said. 

“RosUkrEnergo will make a profit in 2006,” 
Putschek said. “The role of RosUkrEnergo has changed 
significantly in the past 24 hours.” 


EU draws up Adriatic gas plan 
after Russia-Ukraine fiasco 


By Andrew Rettman 

(EU Observer)— The EU might build a new gas pipe- 
line on the Adriatic Sea coast in order to ease reliance 
on Russia following the Russia-Ukraine gas dispute. 

Hungarian economics minister Janos Koka told news 
wires about the plan following a meeting of EU energy 
experts in Brussels on Jan. 4. 

Under the scheme, tankers would deliver liquid gas 
from the Middle East and North Africa to an Adriatic 
region entry point into Europe. 

A feasibility study is due by March. 

The EU experts’ meeting was orginally tabled for 
May, but was brought forward after Russia turned off 
gas supplies to transit state Ukraine on Jan. 1 causing 
sharp drops in deliveries to the EU. 

Moscow and Kyiv struck a price deal in the small 
hours of Jan. 4, but some EU politicians are sceptical if 
the accord will hold. 

The EU currently relies on Russia for around 25 per- 
cent of its gas consumption. 

“We have to draw consequences from what happened, 
not just on gas but also regarding oil and electricity”, 
Austrian economics minister Martin Bartenstein said 
according to PAP and ІНТ. 


“Dependency on Russia should be reduced”, he 
added. 

The EU energy group also asked the European Com- 
mission to produce a green paper on energy policy co- 
ordination in time for the Austrian presidency’s first 
summit in March. 

The paper is likely to focus on uniform counting 
methods for member states’ gas reserves, concerted 
action on new supply routes, such as the Turkish 
‘Nabucco’ pipeline, nuclear and renewable energy and 
energy conservation. 

Polish daily Rzeczpospolita reports that all member 
states agreed on Jan. 4 to tackle energy at EU level, 
including previous opponents of the idea such as the 
UK. 

“Europe needs a clear and more collective policy on 
the security of our energy supply,” EU energy com- 
missioner Andris Piebalgs indicated. 

The Austrian presidency stressed that Russia has 
been a “reliable” EU energy partner for over 40 years. 

But signs of concern also came from Berlin, with a 
German government spokesman telling media that en- 
ergy will be a big topic when chancellor Angela Merkel 
visits Moscow on Jan. 16. 
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Black Sea gas terminal planned 
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Market economics takes 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)—If the Soviet Kremlin invoked “internation- 
alism” to cover the expansionism of the Soviet state, President Vladimir 
Putin’s Kremlin invokes free-market economics to cloak the Russian state’s 
use of the energy trade for rebuilding its power in Eurasia. Some key Euro- 
pean officials seem to have accepted those free-market pretenses at face 
value during the dispute between Russia and Ukraine over the price of gas. 

In fact, the Moscow-triggered dispute over gas is not about commercial 
issues, but rather about Ukraine’s national independence and form of gov- 
ernance; the agreement signed on Jan. 4 almost certainly marks but a stage 
in that ongoing dispute; and the agreement itself — including the ele- 
ments that continue to surface — signifies a massive setback to market 
economics. Failure in Europe to recognize this reality is inhibiting the 
development of a common European response to the Kremlin’s strategy. 

The dispute has highlighted Gazprom’s subordination to the Kremlin 
beyond denial. Day after day on live television, Putin acted as Gazprom’s 
real chief, taking reports from the supine nominal chiefs and instructing 
them in detail about the position to take in negotiations with Ukraine on 
prices and transit. Putin initiated even the tactical shifts in Gazprom’s 
position during the endgame of negotiations. 

Quite apart from the issue of who won and who lost, the deal is one 
between state monopolies of very unequal strength. Gazprom demonstrated 
that mismatch, first, by demanding a more than threefold price increase at 
one stroke, from $50 to $160 per 1,000 cubic meters (the position from 
June through December); then, by slapping a punitive increase to $230 
hoping to break Kyiv’s resistance (from Dec. 13 onward); and finally, by 
threatening to escalate to $280 (on Jan. 3, hours before Kyiv decided to 
come to terms). Such price hikes are the antithesis of market behavior and 
are made possible by Gazprom’s dual monopoly: on Russian supplies and 
on the transit of non-Russian supplies to the end user country. 

Insertion of RosUktEnergo, a secretive entity surrounded by corruption 
allegations, into this deal marks another setback to market relations in a 
vast area from Central Asia to Russia to Ukraine. The Kremlin pressured 
the Ukrainian government into accepting RosUkrEnergo as the sole op- 
erator of all of Ukraine’s gas imports under this five-year agreement. This 
move seems designed in part to raise questions in Brussels about imple- 
menting the European Union’s decision to confer the market-economy 
status to Ukraine. The EU announced that political decision last month. In 
the ensuing weeks, the Kremlin’s staging of the gas dispute seemed de- 


signed in part to portray Ukraine as an unreliable partner to Europe. This | 


effort seems likely to continue, and the role of RosUkrEnergo can come in 
handy in this regard. 

Some observers have welcomed the switch to cash payment of the tran- 
sit fees (instead of barter payments, gas-for-transit) as evidence that mar- 
ket economics is taking over at least in this respect. Gazprom will pay 
$1.60 (a low fee even by regional, let alone European standards) for the 
transit of 1,000 cubic meters of Russian gas per 100 kilometers of Ukrai- 
nian pipelines en route to the West. At the same time — as Naftohaz Ukrainy 
vice-chairman Andriy Lopushanskyy has just disclosed — the traditional 
barter system of gas-for-transit-service remains in effect in RosUkrEnergo’s 
relationship with Ukraine. , 

That shadowy company is slated to transport a staggering 40 billion 
cubic meters of Turkmen gas annually to Ukraine through Gazprom’s pipe- 
lines in Russia. Ukraine will pay the transit service fees to RosUkrEnergo 
(not to Gazprom) in the form of gas. The transit fees continue to be valued 
as heretofore, at $1.09 per 1,000 cubic meters per 100 kilometers of pipe- 
lines. The barter formula remains that agreed in 2004 by the administra- 
tion of then-president Leonid Kuchma and then-prime minister Viktor 
Yanukovych with the Kremlin: RosUkrEnergo retains 37.5% of the an- 
nual volume of gas it delivers to Ukraine. At 40 billion cubic meters annu- 
ally from 2006 onward, RosUkrEnergo stands to retain some 15 billion 
cubic meters of low-priced Turkmen gas and resell that at high profits on 
European markets. 
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(Channel 5)— Ukraine plans to build compressed gas terminal with ca- 
pacity of 20 billion c.m. The construction will take three years according 
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the region would increase gas production by 3-5 percent in 2006. “But if 
there are further pleasant surprises like this, I think the growth will be 
higher,” Avakov said. 
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